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Introduction 


According to the EUROSAI Training Strategy for 2008-2011 adopted at the VII EUROSAI Congress in Krakow, the EUROSAI Training Committee shall facilitate efficient and effective training actions in accordance with SAIs expectations. 

Therefore, training seminars and events should be based on identified needs, and information upon these needs updated regularly. The ETC also works in close cooperation with Working Groups on Environmental Audit and on IT, considering their own training needs and priorities, to organize these events.

To fulfil these objectives, the ETC prepared a questionnaire on training needs, based on the assessment of previous actions and on the lessons learnt from their achievement. It aims to updating the questionnaires on needs issued in 2003 and 2005.

The questionnaire was sent to all EUROSAI members. For the time being, 40 answers were received on 50 members, which correspond to an answering rate of 78 %. The answers are detailed in the Excel file “training needs - answers” (in annexe) and are summarized in the present document. 
1) In the list of topics below (not prioritised) please select the five topics most important to you:

The logic of the answers differs from one SAI to another. Some SAIs gave five topics for all the suggestions, others preferred to give 5 bests for the general topics and 5 bests for audit field topics. Few ranked their choice, the others did not.


Nevertheless, the topics can be ranked as followed:

	Rank
	Topics
	Number of answers

	1
	Performance audit
	28

	2
	Using of IT techniques in auditing
	23

	3
	Audit evaluation of internal control
	22

	4
	Financial audit (including Accrual accounting system in public sector)
	21

	5
	Role of SAIs in the fight against fraud and corruption
	16

	6
	INTOSAI standards of guidelines 
	14

	7
	Audit sampling
	13

	8
	Audit of information systems
	12

	8
	Evaluation of public policies 
	12

	9
	Using of outside experts
	3


AUDIT FIELDS:
	Rank
	Topics
	Number of answers

	1
	Public procurement -
	24

	2
	Public aids and subsidies
	16

	2
	EU funds 
	16

	3
	Social security 
	15

	3
	Audit of Revenues
	15

	4
	Health care 
	13

	5
	Environment 
	12

	6
	Public debt
	11

	7
	Taxation and customs 
	6

	8
	Trans-European network projects
	4

	9
	Privatization
	3

	10
	International organisations
	2


2) If you have any needs that go beyond those listed in Question 1, like :  management in the SAIs;  institutionnal development, challenges for SAIs in the view of new developments, contributions of SAIs to good governance; non-spending issues or any other suggestions, please precise them and rank them. 


17 SAIs suggested the following topics (with the number of suggestions)

1) Suggested more than once:

- Management in the SAIs, staff management, management of audit work, 
management and leadership issues, SAIs strategies and management, time 
management : 9

- Contributions of SAIs to good governance (and to meet citizens’ demands - 
suggestion from Spain): 8


- Challenges for SAIs in the view of new developments (esp. in social-economic-
financial environment - suggestion from Spain): 6

- Institutional development: 5

- Communication (external and internal), relations with media: 5

- Audit of PPP project: 2

2) Suggested only once:


- Assessment of damage on the economy of the country which has suffered from 
military aggression and occupation

- State investment projects

- Monitoring and promoting the utilisation of audit findings and recommendations 


- Benchmarking


- Audit of State-owned enterprises


- Risk management


- CAP policy


- Strategic planning of audit in SAIs


- System integration and outsourcing


- Audit of the management of State property


- Audit of governance arrangements


- Using qualitative audit techniques in performance audit


- Compliance audit - ISSAI 4200 and 4100


- Performance budgeting and macroeconomic analysis


- Governance of State and municipality enterprises


- Choice of audit topics by SAIs during times of economic slowdown


- Selection of transactions to obtain assurance


- Challenges for SAIs in direct implementation of ISSAIs guidelines


- SAIs tasks related to financial and economy crisis


- Building and benefits of the E-government


- Impact and consideration of the performance of SAIs


- Implementation and follow-up of SAIs’ recommendations


- Independence of SAIs (developing legal basis that ensures political, financial and 
organizational independence)


- Optimal utilization of modern technology in the auditing process

- Quality assurance (evaluating the institutional and profession skill)


- Innovation in/changes in auditing


- Sustainability reporting and auditing


- Quality control


- Performance indicators

3) For each of the topics you have selected, what are your expectations concerning the modality of training you would find most appropriate: seminars, workshops, networks, databases, joint audits or other means of training and exchange? 
The preferences of the SAIs concerning the modality of training go in majority to 


- workshops (34)


- seminars (33)
then to 


- Joint audits (15)


- networks (13)

- constitution of databases (9)

Benchmarking was also suggested (2)

4) What are your up-to three different preferences in EUROSAI languages? 


- For holding the seminars?

- For the training materials? 

The answers were similar for both seminars and training materials. Most of the SAIs indicated their preference for English along with their national language. The ranking is as followed:


- English: 39

- German: 8

- French: 8

- Russian : 7

- Spanish: 2

- Danish, Greek, Norwegian, Slovak and Swedish: 1
5) On which specific topics would you be ready to provide expertise? Please precise, on each topic you quote, the referent person to contact for more information. 

This point is being analysed by the SAI of Hungary
6) Would you propose hosting a seminar? On which topic? Please note that your SAI will be in charge of the organization of the seminar and its costs, knowing that a request for a EUROSAI financial support is possible.

Five SAIs have planned to host seminars.
Czech republic : Using of IT auditing
Georgia : 
- role of SAIs in the fight against fraud and corruption


- Audit evaluation of internal control


- Financial audit



- Performance audit

Lithuania: 
- Strategic planning



- Performance audit



- Audit management and documentation systems



- SAI communication

Norway: 
- Adaptation and implementation of the INTOSAI guidelines for financial 

audits



- Development and implementation of a new electronic audit-support-tool



- Development and implementation of electronic case handling

Russian federation : Workshop on performance audit


Three SAIs answered they could consider hosting a seminar in medium term (France, Germany and Monaco) and one is open to consider when needs arise (Spain).
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