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Dear Colleagues,

Aware of the maturity of our Organisation and of the opportunity for tackling new challenges, the VII EUROSAI 
Congress, held in Krakow in 2008, agreed to promote several interesting initiatives in the three three-year period 2009-
2011. A new Training Strategy was approved, entrusting its development to the Training Committee. It was likewise 
decided to strengthen the activity of the Working Groups and Task Force, which were mandated with the undertaking 
of ambitious working programmes. The promotion of cooperation with INTOSAI and its Regional Groups continues to 
be a priority for this period, as it does with other external partners. Progress should be made in that collaboration by 
means of designing new formulas guaranteeing that the maximum synergies are obtained in the actions of them all for 
the benefi t of and as a complement to the activities of their members.

The most innovative initiative promoted by the VII Congress was undoubtedly the decision to design a global Strategy 
for EUROSAI. It has the aim of making it possible to comply with the objectives entrusted to it by its Statutes, in the 
most effi cient way and taking account of new developments in the environment of the external control. This Strategy 
seeks to incorporate the transformations and promote the changes required by our Organisation, which has now been 
in existence for nineteen years and has fi fty members, two thirds more than when it was founded in 1990; furthermore 
contributing by means of its actions to the projection of the INTOSAI Strategic Plan in the European Region.

In this framework, the special commitment which EUROSAI has taken on with the priority project of INTOSAI 
for 2009 can be highlighted: to strengthen the independence of the SAIs as a guarantee for good governance and 
transparency, as well as an essential element for the proper functioning of democratic states. This is precisely the topic 
that has been chosen for the present issue of our Magazine. The relevance of the Lima and Mexico Declarations of 
INTOSAI today takes on a special topicality in view of the occurrence of too many situations in which the safeguarding 
of independence fi nds itself under threat. This was indeed one of the central points of discussion in the annual 
meeting between the Presidency and the Secretariat  of EUROSAI this year, with these concerns being conveyed to the 
Contact Committee of Presidents of SAIs of the European Union.

The independence of SAIs, an essential element for their basic confi guration, has to cover the institution and 
the mandate assigned to it, to its members and the staff at its service. Its appropriate guarantee requires an 
acknowledgement and specifi c coverage in the fundamental text of the States and requires a legal development, as well 
as the provision of the de facto conditions that will ensure the effectiveness of that framework and its materialisation 
for a technical and transparent exercise of the audit activity, with no interference at all being admissible.

The independence also has to extend to the organic, functional, budgetary and managerial scope of our 
institutions. A rational and effi cient organisation has to be guaranteed, as must certain perfectly regulated procedures 
which will allow its objectives to be complied with, along with a highly qualifi ed staff subjected to an ethical code that 
will contribute the maximum quality and solvency in the exercise of its activity. The material and fi nancial resources 
needed for developing its action must also be ensured, with powers for managing them under its own responsibility. 
The legal framework must be completed with the necessary measures that will permit its compliance to be guaranteed.

Moreover, the SAIs should have the right and obligation to report on the audit results, and have the mechanisms 
permitting them to conduct a follow-up of their recommendations. Our institutions must also be granted the utmost 
institutional respect and credibility, impact and public consideration with regard to their role and their results. As a 
counterpart to these guarantees, the SAIs have to fulfi l their mandate with a high technical quality, objectivity and 
effi cacy in achieving the scheduled objectives. It is a priority to evaluate the development of our actions and to analyse 
the added value which we provide for society in terms of contributing to improving management. Only in this way will 
we be able to achieve the internal and external recognition deserved by the high level of duties entrusted to us.

2010 will be a year of commemoration for EUROSAI. Indeed, our Organisation, founded in Madrid in 1990, will 
shortly be reaching its twentieth birthday. This means that, though still young, it now enjoys full maturity, as refl ected 
by the important task carried out over these years with the aim of promoting cooperation and professional exchanges 
among its members and with other institutions with whom its shares common interests. The value which EUROSAI 
adds to each SAI is evident, as is the fact that the contribution of each of them is necessary for the Organisation. 
Cooperation, as a centrifugal and centripetal force, constitutes the cornerstone of this joint effort.

I would not wish to end these words without stating the willingness of this EUROSAI Secretariat, as well as its 
sincere gratitude to the authors who have made the publication of this issue of the Magazine possible. It is also my 
wish to offer this meeting point, which has as its fundamental mission that of serving as a vehicle of information, 
communication and cooperation among the members of our Organisation, to all those who would like to contribute to 
this common work.

Manuel Núñez Pérez,
President of the Court of Audit of Spain,

Secretary General of EUROSAI
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he EUROSAI Governing 
Board held its XXXIII Meet-
ing in Cracow (Poland) 

on 2 June 2008, with the attend-
ance of the Members, Observers 
and guests listed in the Annex, 
and under the chair of Prof. Dr. 
Dieter Engels, President of the 
SAI of Germany and President of 
EUROSAI.

Dr. Engels opened the session 
and thanked the host for his hos-
pitality and the organisation in 
place, and the Secretary General 
of EUROSAI for the work carried 
out in the preparation of the meet-
ing. He welcomed the participants 
with a special mention for the new 
Comptroller and Auditor General 
of the United Kingdom, Mr. Burr, 
who recently joined the Governing 
Board.

Mr. Jezierski, President of the 
SAI of Poland and host of the meet-
ing, welcomed the participants and 
he expressed his satisfaction for 
hosting the EUROSAI Governing 
Board meeting, willing to achieve 
fruitful results in it and along the 
VII Congress that would be opened 
just after it.

Dr. Engels took the fl oor to 
begin the discussion of the agenda.

1.  Adoption of the 
agenda of the 
XXXIII Governing Board 
meeting

The Governing Board approved 
the agenda unanimously.
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Minutes
XXXIII EUROSAI Governing Board Meeting

Cracow (Poland), 2 June 2008

2.  Adoption of the minutes 
of the XXXII Governing 
Board meeting

The Governing Board unani-
mously approved the minutes of 
the XXXII Governing Board meet-
ing (Berne, 13 September 2007), 
requesting the Secretary General 
to circulate them to the EUROSAI 
Members. 

3.  EUROSAI Activity Report 
2005-2008 

Mr. Núñez, President of the 
Spanish Court of Audit and 
EUROSAI Secretary General, 
thanked Mr. Jezierski’s hospitality 
and greeted the participants at the 
meeting, welcoming the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Mr. Burr. Mr. Núñez 
expressed his will to serve with 
dedication to EUROSAI, as its new 
Secretary General, and offered his 
availability to the Governing Board. 
He devoted some special words of 
congratulation and gratitude to the 
EUROSAI President, Dr. Engels, for 
the great work done in the period 
2005-2008, as well as to his prede-
cessor as EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral and who served as such for ten 
years, Mr. Nieto de Alba.

Mr. Núñez briefl y introduced 
the EUROSAI Activity Report 2005-
2008, circulated in advance among 
the EUROSAI Members and to be 
submitted to the VII Congress in 
compliance with article 9.2 of the 
Statutes. That Report refl ected the 
activities developed by EUROSAI 
since the VI Congress and the im-

plementation of its mandates: con-
ferences and seminars held and 
programmed; implementation of 
the Training Strategy; activities of 
the Working Groups; cooperation 
with INTOSAI and its Regional 
Groups, IDI, and other entities. 
The Report also included informa-
tion on new Members that joined 
the Organisation during the last 
three years, and on the Secretariat 
activity. 

The Secretary General sug-
gested to the Governing Board 
proposing to the VII Congress the 
initiative to launch the design of a 
global strategy for EUROSAI given 
the changes in the environment, 
mainly in INTOSAI, and the new 
challenges that EUROSAI con-
fronts. For this purpose, he sug-
gested to set up a Task Force, un-
der the leadership of the EUROSAI 
President, involving representa-
tives of the former and future 
presidencies that could provide 
their experience. Mr. Núñez also 
offered the EUROSAI Secretariat 
for this task. 

The Governing Board noted 
down the Activity Report, and sup-
ported the initiative of proposing 
to the Congress to work on a com-
prehensive EUROSAI strategy dur-
ing the next three-year period.

4.  Presentation of the 
accounts, the Financial 
Report and the Auditors’ 
Report 2007

Mr. Núñez presented the 
EUROSAI accounts and Financial 

T



EUROPEAN ORGANISATION OF SUPREME AUDIT INSTITUTIONS

INFORMATION:
EUROSAI NEWS

5No. 15-2009 • EUROSAI

EUROSAI Governing Board. The 
last two mentioned SAIs had re-
considered their offer, in favour of 
the other two candidates, in order 
to facilitate a more balanced rep-
resentation of the different geo-
graphical regions of the Organisa-
tion, as required by Article 10.1.b 
of the Statutes, keeping their offer 
open for future elections. 

The Governing Board wel-
comed the courtesy of the SAI of 
Belgium and the European Court 
of Auditors and agreed to propose 
to the Congress the election of the 
SAIs of Turkey and Ukraine as new 
members of the Governing Board. 
The EUROSAI President expressed 
his appreciation for the work of the 
outgoing members. 

7.  Information on the 
candidacies received for 
the election of the two 
EUROSAI Auditors and 
presentation of proposal 
to the Congress

The Secretary General recalled 
that the SAIs of Belgium and Slo-
vak Republic ended at the VII Con-
gress their mandate as EUROSAI 
Auditors. He thanked their Heads 
for their work. He reported that 
the SAI of Slovak Republic had 
expressed their willingness to 
continue performing those func-
tions for a new three-year term. 
The European Court of Auditors, 
once it reconsidered its candidacy 
for Governing Board membership, 
offered to perform the function of 
EUROSAI Auditor for the following 
three-year period.

The Governing Board agreed to 
propose to the Congress the conti-
nuity of the SAI of Slovak Republic 
and the incorporation of the Eu-
ropean Court of Auditors as new 
EUROSAI Auditor. He recognized 
the work of the SAIs of Belgium 
and Slovak Republic in the period 
ending.

sion to be made by the Governing 
Board under item 19 of the agenda 
regarding the membership appli-
cation by the SAI of Montenegro. 
The Secretary General’s proposal 
included maintaining the fees in 
the same amount as in the previ-
ous triennium.

The Governing Board supported 
the draft Budget and the proposed 
amounts of fees to be presented 
to the EUROSAI Congress, in the 
terms suggested by Mr. Núñez. 

6.  Information on the 
candidacies received 
for the election of two 
new members of the 
EUROSAI Governing 
Board and presentation 
of proposal to the 
Congress 

The EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral reported that the mandate as 
members of the Governing Board of 
the SAIs of Italy, Lithuania and the 
Russian Federation was to expire 
at the VII Congress. He thanked 
the Heads of the mentioned SAIs 
for their contributions to the func-
tioning of the Organisation and 
their cooperation. He stressed 
that, since the VII Congress, the 
SAI of Portugal, as the host of the 
VIII Congress (2011), would be a 
member by right of the Governing 
Board and EUROSAI First Vice- 
Presidency, if the Congress ap-
proved the proposal in this regard, 
in accordance with Article 10.1 of 
the Statutes. He also recalled that 
the SAI of the Russian Federation 
remained on the EUROSAI Govern-
ing Board as observer, in their ca-
pacity as member of the INTOSAI 
Governing Board.

The Secretary General re-
minded that the SAIs of Ukraine, 
Turkey, Belgium and the Europe-
an Court of Auditors had initially 
expressed their readiness to be 
elected as new members of the 

Report on 2007 fi nancial year. He 
gave a brief overview of the main 
fi gures and informed on the justi-
fi cation made by the SAI of Hun-
gary of the fi nancial subsidy re-
ceived from the EUROSAI budget, 
amounting to € 7,500, to help fi -
nancing a training event of the Or-
ganisation on audit quality.

The Secretary General also in-
formed that the EUROSAI Auditors 
had conducted on-the-spot checks 
at the Secretariat of the Organisa-
tion in respect of said accounts 
and fi nancial statements. They 
issued a report without observa-
tions which showed that the fi nan-
cial statements provided a faithful 
image of the EUROSAI fi nancial 
position and of the revenue and 
expenditure of the fi nancial year. 
Mr. Núñez highlighted that the 
Auditors insisted on their recom-
mendation that the bank transfers 
of the Members’ annual fi nan-
cial contributions were made to 
EUROSAI free of charge and that, 
henceforth, they were paid prefer-
ably by November 30 to facilitate 
their settlement and accounting in 
the year.

The Governing Board en-
dorsed the accounts, the Finan-
cial Report and the EUROSAI Au-
ditors’ Report, expressing their 
agreement with the management 
developed.

5.  Presentation of the 
2009-2011 draft Budget

The EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral presented to the Governing 
Board the draft Budget and the 
proposed membership fees for 
the period 2009-2011. That draft 
remained in the same terms and 
concepts with similar allowance as 
the one approved for 2006-2008, 
with the only changes resulting 
from the incorporation of a new 
EUROSAI Member in 2007, the SAI 
of Israel, and pending on the deci-
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11.  Report on EUROSAI-IDI 
cooperation

Mr. Kosmo, Auditor General of 
Norway and Chairman of IDI, gave 
a brief presentation on the IDI Ac-
tivity Report summing up its per-
formance since the VI EUROSAI 
Congress. He made special men-
tion to the implementation of the 
Public Debt Audit Program devel-
oped in 2006 in CIS countries and 
Mongolia, and partially supported 
with EUROSAI fi nancial contribu-
tion. He made some considerations 
on the evaluation of the results of 
Phase II of the Long-Term Training 
Program (LTTP), and summed up 
the situation of other IDI programs 
underway. He also provided on 
outline of the 2007-2012 Strategic 
Plan.

The Governing Board thanked 
the Report and congratulated IDI 
for its work.

12.  Information on the 
VI EUROSAI-OLACEFS 
Conference

Mr. Núñez introduced the 
proposal of OLACEFS on dates 
and themes of discussion for the 
VI EUROSAI OLACEFS Conference. 
These Conference will be held in 
Porlamar, Margarita Island (Vene-
zuela) from 13 to 16 May 2009. 
The main Theme chosen for it, 
“Current and future environmen-
tal challenges and preservation 
and conservation of natural re-
sources” will be developed in two 
Sub-themes: “Role of SAIs in safe-
guarding the heritage of natural 
resources of a nation” and “Im-
portance of parallel environmen-
tal audits in a globalized world”. 
Mr. Núñez suggested that it would 
be of great interest to invite the 
EUROSAI Working Group on Envi-
ronmental Audit to support, on be-
half of the Organisation, the tech-
nical preparation of the Theme of 
this Conference.

9.  Information on the 
2006-2008 Training 
Initiative promoted 
by the EUROSAI 
Presidency

Dr. Engels presented the ex-
periences of the EUROSAI Presi-
dency in the development of the 
2006-2008 Training Initiative car-
ried out, in cooperation with the 
Academy of European Law of Trier 
and the German Cooperation Or-
ganisation GTZ, as a contribution 
to the EUROSAI Training Strategy. 
A written document with details of 
the implementation of the initia-
tive was delivered.

The Governing Board congratu-
lated Dr. Engels and thanked him 
for the great contribution to train-
ing of the EUROSAI Presidency.

10.  Proposal of the 
EUROSAI Secretariat on 
the applications for 
financial contributions 
from the EUROSAI 
Budget

The Secretary General pre-
sented to the EUROSAI Governing 
Board the subsidy applications of 
the SAIs of Estonia and the Czech 
Republic for organising train-
ing events in 2008, amounting to 
€4,000 and €10,400 respectively. 
He reported that these applications 
conformed to requirements of Arti-
cles 5.2 and 14.3 of the EUROSAI 
Standard Procedures, as well as 
criteria and principles for grant-
ing subsidies approved by the 
V Congress. He recalled that 
the applications had been reported 
favourably, in terms of its suit-
ability and amount, by the ETC in 
its XVI meeting (Moscow, Russian 
Federation, 27 and 28 March 2008).

The Governing Board sup-
ported the funding applications 
submitted by the SAIs of Estonia 
and Czech Republic, which were 
approved unanimously.

8.  Presentation of the 
2005-2008 EUROSAI 
Training Committee 
Activity Report, draft 
2008-2011 Common 
Training Strategy, and 
draft resolution to be 
submitted to the Congress 

Mr. Núñez, member of the 
Co-chair of the EUROSAI Train-
ing Committee (ETC), introduced 
the 2005-2008 Activity Report to 
be submitted to the VII Congress. 
It detailed the ETC actions in the 
triple area of: performance of 
the Training Strategy adopted 
by the VI Congress, works related 
to the operation and internal struc-
ture of the Committee, as well as 
the proposals prepared for the 
VII EUROSAI Congress. Mr. Núñez 
particularly highlighted the ETC’s 
report evaluating the results of the 
performance of that Strategy, an-
nexed to the ETC Activity Report, 
identifying the achieved objec-
tives, challenges pending and les-
sons learned.

Mr. Séguin, First President of 
the SAI of France and also mem-
ber of the ETC Co-chair, presented 
to the Governing Board the draft 
resolution on training to be submit-
ted to the Congress, which included 
the draft 2008-2011 Training Strat-
egy and the new mandate given 
to the Governing Board to boost it. 
Mr. Séguin noted that the Strategy 
is based on three main priorities: 
training, information and knowl-
edge sharing, and institutional 
development promotion. Enhanc-
ing cooperation among EUROSAI 
Members, with INTOSAI and its Re-
gional Groups, and with other po-
tential external partners should be 
considered as key mechanisms for 
effi cient and qualifi ed execution.

The Governing Board endorsed 
the Report and the draft resolution 
to be submitted to the Congress. 
The ETC was congratulated for the 
work performed. 
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Groups, with the EUROSAI Train-
ing Committee and IDI. She sum-
marized the basic lines of the 
working program proposed by the 
Working Group for 2008-2011. Ms. 
Stuiveling also mentioned the Re-
port “Combating fi scal fraud by 
making use of IT”, drafted by the 
Working Group under the mandat-
ed of the VI EUROSAI Congress. 
Finally, she introduced the draft 
resolution to be submitted to the 
VII Congress. 

The EUROSAI President sub-
mitted the draft resolution to the 
Governing Board, that supported 
it, congratulated the SAI of the 
Netherlands for their work as the 
chair of the Group for six years, 
and welcomed the SAI of Switzer-
land as its new chair. 

16.  Presentation of the 
Report of the EUROSAI 
Working Group 
Coordinated Audit on Tax 
Benefits

Dr. Engels presented the Re-
port of the Coordinated Audit on 
Tax Benefi ts, boosted by a Work-
ing Group chaired by the SAI of 
Germany, with the participation 
of eighteen SAIs. He reported on 
the stages of the audit, under a 
memorandum of understanding 
defi ning of key concepts to be 
evaluated. Three subgroups within 
the Group were set up to focus on 
three specifi c areas: Transparency 
and Reporting of grants, Corpo-
rate Income Tax, and Added Value 
Tax. Dr. Engels summarized the 
fi ndings conclusions and recom-
mendations of the Report, noting 
that the Working Group had now 
fulfi lled the mandate given by the 
VI Congress and had fi nished its 
activity.

The Governing Board support-
ed the Report and congratulated 
the Working Group and its chair 
for their work.

Group coordinated by that SAI. 
He highlighted the practical per-
spective of the Group, which had 
prompted many national and coor-
dinated audits implementing the 
working program adopted by the 
VI EUROSAI Congress. He stressed 
also the value of the annual semi-
nars of the Working Group as a 
forum for exchanging experiences, 
as well as the cooperation with 
the counterparts Working Groups 
of INTOSAI and of its Regional 
Groups, and with the Presidency 
of EUROSAI and the Academy of 
European Law of Trier in imple-
menting the 2006-2008 Training 
Initiative led by the mentioned 
Presidency. He stressed out the 
activities of the Special Sub-group 
Audit of Natural, Man-Caused Dis-
asters Consequences and Radioac-
tive Wastes Elimination, coordi-
nated by the SAI of Ukraine, and 
the parallel audit carried out on 
of the Chernobyl Shelter Fund. 
Mr. Wesolowski introduced the 
draft resolution to be presented to 
the VII Congress.

The Governing Board support-
ed the proposed draft resolution 
and thanked the SAI of Poland for 
their achievements as chair of the 
Group for nine years, welcoming 
the SAI of Norway as its new chair. 

15.  Presentation of reports 
and working program of 
the EUROSAI IT Working 
Group and draft 
resolution to be 
submitted to the 
Congress

Ms. Stuiveling, President of the 
SAI of the Netherlands and of the 
EUROSAI IT Working Group, pre-
sented the 2005-2008 Activity Re-
port, making specifi c reference to 
the tasks and the products issued 
in their different areas of opera-
tion. She stressed cooperation with 
the counterparts Working Groups 
of INTOSAI and of its Regional 

The Governing Board endorsed 
OLACEFS’ proposal, requesting 
the Secretary General to notify the 
agreement to the Organisation.

13.  ARABOSAI-EUROSAI 
cooperation 

13.1.  Information on the 
meeting held in Kuwait, 
February 2008 

Ms. Kukula, SAI of Poland, 
made a briefi ng on the technical 
meeting, hosted by ARABOSAI and 
where some EUROSAI Members 
were invited, held in Kuwait on 5 
and 6 February 2008. In it, several 
issues related to environmental 
audit and SAIs organisation were 
discussed, by sharing national ex-
periences.

13.2.  Information on the 
II EUROSAI-ARABOSAI 
Conference 

Mr. Séguin provided informa-
tion on the preparation of the 
II EUROSAI-ARABOSAI Confer-
ence, to be held in Paris in March 
2009. The role of SAIs in the mod-
ernization of the State will be the 
main topic of discussion, being 
focused from various perspectives 
including among them the new 
challenges for SAIs, such as the 
impact of new technologies and 
globalisation. He announced that 
further details on the Conference 
would be facilitated proximately. 

14.  Presentation of the 
Report and the working 
program of the EUROSAI 
Environmental Audit 
Working Group and draft 
resolution to be 
submitted to the 
Congress 

Mr. Wesolowski, SAI of Poland, 
introduced the 2005-2008 Activ-
ity Report of the EUROSAI Envi-
ronmental Audit Working Group; 
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VII EUROSAI Congress, with par-
ticular reference to the opening 
and closing events and the devel-
opment of general and theme ple-
nary sessions, as well as the so-
cial events that would take place 
during it.

The Governing Board noted the 
information and thanked the Pres-
ident of the SAI of Poland for the 
organisation.

21.  Information on the 
XIX INCOSAI

Dr. Moser, President of the SAI 
of Austria and Secretary General 
INTOSAI, provided information on 
the outcome of the XIX INTOSAI 
Congress, held in Mexico City 
from 5 to 10 November 2007. It 
dealt with the audit of public debt 
and performance evaluation sys-
tem based on key indicators as 
main Themes for discussion. He 
congratulated the SAIs of Ger-
many and the United States as 
coordinators of those Themes. He 
spoke about the joint initiatives 
and agreements adopted at the 
Congress, as well as on the works 
performed for achieving INTOSAI 
strategic goals, and about the new 
working groups and task forces set 
up. He highlighted the incorpora-
tion of two full right new Members 
to the Organisation, the SAIs of 
Montenegro and Singapore, and 
associate members. He announced 
the election of the SAIs of the 
United Kingdom and the Russian 
Federation as INTOSAI Govern-
ing Board members on behalf of 
EUROSAI. Dr. Moser also report-
ed on the review of the INTOSAI 
Strategic Plan for 2008-2011, in 
progress. 

The EUROSAI President 
thanked the INTOSAI Secretary 
General for the information pro-
vided and he congratulated him 
for the success of the Congress 
and the work done.

Consequences and Radioactive 
Wastes Elimination” established 
in 2006.

Mr. Jezierski and Mr. Kosmo 
took the fl oor, as current and fu-
ture chair of the EUROSAI Envi-
ronmental Audit Working Group, 
and they launched a number of 
issues for discussion at the Gov-
erning Board. Various alterna-
tives were proposed to formalize 
this initiative, all matching the 
convenience of giving the current 
Subgroup a certain degree of au-
tonomy but remaining within the 
scope of the Environmental Audit 
Working Group. 

Given the lack of agreement 
on the terms, the EUROSAI Presi-
dent requested the Secretary Gen-
eral to convene the parties that 
held different positions, the SAIs 
of Ukraine, Norway and the Neth-
erlands, to reach an acceptable 
agreement to all involved parties 
to be submitted to the Congress. 

19.  Decision on the EUROSAI 
membership application 
presented by the SAI of 
Montenegro

The EUROSAI Secretary Gener-
al recalled the request made by the 
SAI of Montenegro for EUROSAI 
membership. He said that the SAI 
met the requirements established 
for this purpose under Article 3 of 
the EUROSAI Statutes.

Dr. Engels submitted the ap-
plication for consideration of the 
Governing Board, that approved 
it. Thereby the SAI of Montenegro 
was integrated as EUROSAI Mem-
ber. The Secretary General was 
requested to inform the requester 
about this decision.

20.  Information on the 
VII EUROSAI Congress

Mr. Jezierski briefly sum-
marized the main lines of the 

17.  Presentation of the 
Report of the EUROSAI 
Study Group on 
Benchmarking Costs and 
Performance of Tax 
Administrations

Mr. Sinclair, SAI of the United 
Kingdom, presented the Report 
“Benchmarking of Tax Adminis-
trations”, coordinated by that SAI 
in cooperation with the SAIs of 
Finland, France, Poland, The Neth-
erlands and Sweden. He thanked 
EUROSAI SAIs for the information 
provided in responses to the ques-
tionnaire circulated to make those 
assessments, as well as the SAI of 
Canada for the support received in 
the development of their works. 
Mr. Sinclair summarized the key 
aspects of the Report and briefl y 
presented the fi ndings, noting that 
the Study Group had fulfi lled the 
mandate received from the VI Con-
gress and ended its activity.

The Governing Board support-
ed the Report, congratulating the 
Study Group and its coordinator 
for the work done. 

18.  Consideration 
of the proposal of the SAI 
of Ukraine for setting up 
as an independent 
EUROSAI Working Group 
the Subgroup “Audit 
of Natural, 
Man-caused Disasters 
Consequences and 
Radioactive Wastes 
Elimination”

The EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral presented a draft resolution, 
proposed by the President of the 
SAI of Ukraine, Dr. Symonenko, 
for the consideration of the VII 
EUROSAI Congress on the initia-
tive of setting up, as an independ-
ent Working Group from the Envi-
ronmental audit Working Group, 
the current Sub-group “Audit of 
Natural, Man-Caused Disasters 
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Russian Federation: 
Mr. Sergey V. Stepashin
Mr. Valery Goreglyad
Mr. Nikolay Paruzin
Mr. Fyodor Shelyuto
Ms. Nina Myltseva

Switzerland:
Mr. Kurt H. Grüter
Mr. Arthur Taugwalder

II. Observers 

Austria:
Dr. Josef Moser
Mr. Wolfgang Wiklicky
Mr. Víctor Cypris

Hungary: 
Dr. Arpad Kovacs
Mr. Janos Revesz 

Norway:
Mr. Jorgen Kosmo
D. Per A. Engeseth
Ms. Gry Anette Midtbo

United Kingdom:
Mr. Martin Sinclair
Mr. Iain Johnston

III. Guests:

France: 
Mr. Philippe Séguin
Ms. Danièle Lamarque

The Netherlands:
Ms. Saskia Stuiveling
Mr. Hayo Van der Wal •

ANNEX 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

XXXIII EUROSAI GOVERNING 
BOARD MEETING

Cracow (Poland) – 2 June 2008

I. Members 

Germany: 
Dr. Dieter Engels
Ms. Beate Korbmacher
Mr. Jan Eickenboom

Poland: 
Mr. Jacek Jezierski
Ms. Aleksandra Kukula
Ms. Magdalena Szuber
Mr. Grzegorz Haber

Lithuania: 
Ms. Rasa Budbergytè
Ms. Dainora Venckeviciené

Spain: 
Mr. Manuel Núñez Pérez
Mr. Javier Medina Guijarro
Ms. María José de la Fuente y 

de la Calle
Mr. Jerónimo Hernández Ca-

sares

Iceland:
Mr. Sigurdur Thordarson
Mr. Thorir Oskarsson

Italy: 
Mr. Tullio Lazzaro
Mr. Raffaele Squitieri
Mr. Ennio Colasanti
Mr. Luigi Mazzillo

22. Miscelaneous 

No matter was submitted under 
this agenda item 

***

Dr. Engels thanked the host 
of the meeting and his staff, the 
EUROSAI Secretary General, Mem-
bers and Observers of the Govern-
ing Board and the guest SAIs for 
their participation. He appreciated 
the contributions and support of-
fered to him by the Board during 
his tenure as EUROSAI President, 
with special thanks to the Sec-
retariat. He congratulated and 
wished success to the new Presi-
dent of the Organisation, Mr. Jez-
ierski, offering him his availability 
as a Governing Board member.

The EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral reiterated the congratulations, 
on behalf of the Governing Board, 
to Dr. Engels and his team for their 
performance as EUROSAI Presi-
dency, thanking them for their 
dedication and efforts.

Dr. Engels closed the 2008 Gov-
erning Board Meeting.

THE EUROSAI PRESIDENT
Dieter Engels

THE EUROSAI SECRETARY 
GENERAL 

Manuel Núñez Pérez
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Minutes
XXXIV EUROSAI Governing Board Meeting

Cracow (Poland), 5 June 2008

he Governing Board held 
its XXXIV EUROSAI 
meeting in Cracow (Po-

land) on 5 June 2008, with attend-
ance of the Members, Observers 
and guests listed in the Annex, and 
under the chair of Mr. Jezierski, 
President of the SAI of Poland and 
President of EUROSAI since the 
VII Congress (Cracow, 2 to 5 June 
2008).

Mr. Jezierski opened the meeting 
and welcomed the participants. He 
expressed his congratulations and 
appreciation to Dr. Engels, President 
of the SAI of Germany and former 
President of EUROSAI, for the work 
accomplished during his mandate as 
Head of the Organization, and for his 
cooperation in the preparation and 
development of the VII Congress. 

He started the discussion on 
the agenda.

1.  Adoption of the agenda 
of the XXXIV meeting

The agenda was approved unan-
imously by the Governing Board. 

2.  Welcome to the new 
Governing Board members 
and presentation of the 
First Vice-President

The EUROSAI President wel-
comed the three new members of 
the Governing Board: the Presi-
dents of the SAIs of Portugal, 
Mr. d’Oliveira, of Turkey, Mr. Damar, 
and Ukraine, Mr. Symonenko. He re-
called that, under the provisions of 
Article 10.1 of the Statutes, the SAI 

of Portugal was to be the EUROSAI 
First Vice-President, as host of the 
VIII Congress (2011), congratulating 
Mr. d’Oliveira on his appointment. 

Mr. Jezierski appreciated the 
work and contributions of the 
Auditor General of Lithuania, Ms. 
Budbergyté, and the President 
of the SAI of Italy, Mr. Lazzaro, 
who were, respectively, Second 
Vice-President and member of 
the Governing Board until the 
VII EUROSAI Congress. Mr. Jezier-
ski also welcomed the President 
of the SAI of the Russian Federa-
tion, Mr. Stepashin, in his new ca-
pacity as EUROSAI observer, as a 
member of the INTOSAI Governing 
Board, once their term as member 
of the EUROSAI Governing Board 
ended at the VII Congress.

3.  Election of Second 
Vice-President of EUROSAI 

The EUROSAI President sub-
mitted the candidacy of the Audi-
tor General of Iceland, Mr. Thord-
arson, as Second Vice-President 
of the Organization; the candidacy 
was endorsed by the Governing 
Board, proceeding to his appoint-
ment in accordance with Article 
10.1 in fi ne of the Statutes. 

4.  Adoption of the necessary 
guidelines for the 
implementation of the 
decisions of the VII 
Congress

The EUROSAI President sum-
marised the results and decisions 

of the VII Congress emphasiz-
ing participation, interest and 
fl ow of discussions. Mr. Jezierski 
stressed the relevance of the top-
ics discussed and conclusions 
and recommendations approved. 
He recalled the mandate given to 
the Working Group for Theme I 
of the Congress, on audit quality 
management systems, to prepare 
in 2009 and submit for approval 
of the Governing Board, through 
the Secretariat and after com-
ments of the EUROSAI Members, 
a good practices guide on audit 
quality. 

Mr. Jezierski also made a re-
view of the agreements adopted 
at the General Plenary Sessions of 
the Congress, as follows: 

• Design of a global Strat-
egy for EUROSAI in accordance 
with developments in the envi-
ronment, mainly in the scope of 
INTOSAI, entrusting its imple-
mentation to the Governing Board. 
A Task Force was set up for this 
purpose, leaded by the EUROSAI 
Presidency, and consisting initial-
ly also on the former and future 
Presidency and the General Sec-
retariat of the Organization. This 
Task Force would be responsible 
for dealing with the preparatory 
works and preparing a draft strat-
egy to be presented for approval 
by the VIII Congress. 

• Strengthening cooperation 
with other Regional Groups of 
INTOSAI: agreement was taken for 
holding the VI EUROSAI-OLACEFS 
Conference in Porlamar, Margarita 
Island (Venezuela) from 13 to 16 

T
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effi cient and proactive. Mr. Núñez 
summarized the main actions of 
the plan aimed at identifying the 
training needs of the sub-regions 
of EUROSAI, exploring new learn-
ing methods and achieving a great-
er visibility of the Strategy to en-
courage greater cooperation with 
other entities, evaluating training 
quality, and maximizing the im-
pact of the EUROSAI website as a 
tool for enhancing training.

The Governing Board endorsed 
the 2008-2009 operational plan. 

6.  Proposal of the 
Secretariat on the request 
to grant a financial 
contribution from the 
EUROSAI budget 

The EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral submitted a funding applica-
tion of the SAI of the Czech Re-
public from the 2009 EUROSAI 
budget, amounting to €7,000. This 
fi nancial subsidy was intended to 
partly cover the organization by 
the mentioned SAI, in coopera-
tion with the EUROSAI Training 
Committee, of the Seminar “Ex-
perience with the implementation 
and development of VFM audit in 
reaction to new challenges and 
changes in the environment”, to 
be held in Prague in April 2009. 
Mr. Núñez reported that the ap-
plication is consistent with the re-
quirements set out in Articles 5.2 
and 14.3 of the EUROSAI Standard 
Procedures, as well as criteria and 
principles concerning the subsi-
dies to be granted for the events 
approved by the V Congress. He 
recalled that the request had been 
reported favourably, in terms of 
its suitability and amount, by the 
EUROSAI Training Committee at 
its XVI meeting (Moscow, 27 and 
28 March 2008). 

The Governing Board support-
ed the application of the SAI of the 
Czech Republic. 

thoughts, from his experience as 
the former EUROSAI President, 
about the great advantages that 
would accrue in his view that the 
Presidency of the Organization 
would join the efforts of the Co-
chair of the Training Committee. 
This would help to better coordi-
nate activities in training and con-
tribute to a more effi cient opera-
tion of both. 

Mr. Jezierski expressed his 
support for this proposal and 
suggested to entrust the Train-
ing Committee some works on a 
possible revision of its structure, 
bringing to the Governing Board 
proposals to this effect. He sug-
gested that, in order to support 
the work of the Training Com-
mittee in its early stages, a small 
group could be designated inside 
it made of representatives of the 
former, current and future Presi-
dency of EUROSAI and the Co-
Chair of the Training Committee, 
that is: the SAIs of Germany, Po-
land, Portugal, France and Spain. 
This would ensure emerging ETC 
proposals were compatible with 
work on the overarching priority 
of developing a global Strategy for 
EUROSAI.

The Governing Board agreed 
with the initiative and the men-
tioned SAIs expressed their will-
ingness to support the Training 
Committee in performing the task. 

5.2.  Information on the 
operational plan to 
implement the 2008-2011 
Training Strategy 

Mr. Núñez, representing the 
Co-chair of the EUROSAI Train-
ing Committee, presented the op-
erational plan for 2008-2009. This 
plan is aimed at the implementa-
tion of the 2008-2011 EUROSAI 
Training Strategy and the review 
of the internal structure and op-
eration of the Training Committee 
itself to make its functioning more 

May 2008; and the II EUROSAI- 
ARABOSAI Conference in Paris 
in March 2009. The EUROSAI 
President requested the Secretary 
General of the Organization and 
President of the Spanish Court of 
Audit, Mr. Núñez, to communicate 
OLACEFS and ARABOSAI these 
agreements.

• Approval of the 2008-2011 
EUROSAI Training Strategy, giving 
the Training Committee a mandate 
for its implementation under the 
Governing Board’s guidance. 

• Mandate to the EUROSAI 
Working Groups on Environmen-
tal Audit and on Information Tech-
nology, and the newly formed Task 
Force for the Audit of funds Allo-
cated to Disasters and Catastro-
phes, to implement their respec-
tive 2008-2011 working plans; the 
Groups/Task Force should report 
on their performance to the Gov-
erning Board and to the VIII Con-
gress.

• Approval of the candidacy 
of the SAI of Portugal as host of the 
VIII EUROSAI Congress, to be held 
in 2011; reiterating the President 
Mr. d’Oliveira, the offer of coopera-
tion from the Presidency and the 
Secretariat of EUROSAI. 

The President and Secretary 
General of EUROSAI, the Co-chair 
of the Training Committee, the 
Chairs of the Working Groups 
and the Task Force, and repre-
sentatives of other SAIs that had 
received mandates of the VII 
Congress accepted to implement 
them. 

5.  Consideration of matters 
concerning training in 
EUROSAI 

5.1.  Proposal on review of the 
structure of the EUROSAI 
Training Committee

Dr. Engels, President of the 
SAI of Germany, shared some 
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7.  Presentation of a 
proposal for inclusion 
in the EUROSAI Standard 
Procedures of deadlines 
for presenting applications 
for EUROSAI Governing 
Board membership and 
for becoming EUROSAI 
Auditor 

The EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral presented a proposal for 
amending the EUROSAI Standard 
Procedures in order to establish 
a deadline for presenting appli-
cations for EUROSAI Governing 
Board membership and for becom-
ing EUROSAI Auditor. The aim of 
this initiative is to provide Mem-
bers of the Organization with a 
reasonable time to analyze and 
evaluate applications before mak-
ing the appropriate choice. Mr. 
Nuñez proposed in this line the 
amendment of Article 9.4 of the 
Standard Procedures by introduc-
ing the condition, as a require-
ment of admission, of the need for 
such applications to be received at 
the EUROSAI Secretariat, at least, 
two months in advance to the Con-
gress in which the decision on the 
election is to be made.

The Governing Board support-
ed the proposal and thanked the 
Secretary General’s initiative.

8.  Information on the 
VIII EUROSAI Congress

Mr. d’Oliveira, host of the VIII 
EUROSAI Congress, provided brief 
information on it, noting that it 
will take place in Lisbon at the 
end of May or early June 2011, and 
announcing that he would ask for 
suggestions from EUROSAI Mem-
bers to select the technical themes 
for discussion.

The President and Secretary 
General of EUROSAI expressed 
readiness to support the prepara-
tion. 

ANNEX 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

XXXIV EUROSAI GOVERNING 
BOARD MEETING

Cracow (Poland) – 5 June 2008

I. Members 

Poland: 
Mr. Jacek Jezierski
Ms. Aleksandra Kukula
Ms. Magdalena Szuber
Mr. Grzegorz Haber 

Portugal:
Mr. Guilherme d’Oliveira Mar-

tins
Mr. José Tavares

Spain: 
Mr. Manuel Núñez Pérez
Mr. Javier Medina Guijarro
Ms. María José de la Fuente y 

de la Calle
Mr. Jerónimo Hernández Ca-

sares

Germany: 
Dr. Dieter Engels
Mr. Beate Korbmacher
Mr. Jan Eickenboom

Iceland: 
Mr. Sigurdur Thordarson
Mr. Thorir Oskarsson

Switzerland:
Mr. Kurt Grüter
Mr. Arthur Taugwalder

Turkey:
Mr. Mehmet Damar
Mr. Ismet Akim
Mr. Mehmet Bademli
Ms. Seher Ozer

Ukraine:
Dr. Valentyn Symonenko
Mr. Taras Prytula

II. Observers 

Austria: 
Mr. Víctor Cypris

Russian Federation: 
Mr. Sergey V. Stepashin
Mr. Valery Goreglyad
Mr. Nikolay Paruzin

9.  Venue and date of the 
next Governing Board 
Meeting

The SAI of Ukraine offered to 
host the XXXV Governing Board 
Meeting in Kiev in June 2009, at a 
date to be agreed later.

The EUROSAI President 
thanked President Symonenko’s 
offer, which was approved by the 
Governing Board.

10. Miscellaneous

No matter was submitted under 
this agenda item 

***

The EUROSAI President 
thanked the participation of the 
Secretary General, Members 
and Observers of the Governing 
Board, and the SAIs invited. He 
also expressed his gratitude to the 
working groups established for 
supporting the preparation of the 
VII EUROSAI Congress and to the 
staff of the SAI of Poland that took 
part in its organisation and devel-
opment.

The EUROSAI Secretary Gen-
eral reiterated his congratulations 
to the new President, Vice-Presi-
dents and Members of the Govern-
ing Board of EUROSAI, offering 
the support and availability of the 
Secretariat. He also expressed full 
consideration to the President, 
Vice-Presidents and Members of 
the Governing Board of EUROSAI, 
whose mandate expired at the VII 
Congress, thanking them for their 
important contributions.

The EUROSAI President closed 
the XXXIV Governing Board meet-
ing.

THE EUROSAI PRESIDENT
Jacek Jezierski

THE EUROSAI SECRETARY 
GENERAL

Manuel Núñez Pérez
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III. Guests

France: 
Ms. Danièle Lamarque
Ms. Françoise David •

Norway: 
Mr. Jorgen Kosmo
Mr. Per A. Engeseth
Ms Gry Anette Midtbo

United Kingdom: 
Mr. Martín Sinclair
Mr. Iain Johnston

Mr. Fyodor Shelyuto
Ms. Nina Myltseva

Hungary: 
Mr. Árpád Kovács
Mr. Janos Revesz

Minutes of the XVI EUROSAI Training 
Committee Meeting

Moscow, Russian Federation, 27-28 March 2008

epresentatives of ten 
members of the EUROSAI 
Training Committee 

(ETC), namely the SAIs of the 
Czech Republic, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Po-
land, Portugal, Russian Federation 
and Spain, and co-chaired by the 
SAIs of France and Spain, held the 
XVI ETC meeting in Moscow on 
27 and 28 March 2008. The SAI of 
the United Kingdom could not take 
part on it.

The meeting was hosted by the 
SAI of the Russian Federation. Par-
ticipants of the European Court of 
Auditors (ECA), IDI and the Chair 
of the INTOSAI Capacity Building 
Committee, the SAI of Morocco, at-
tended the ETC meeting as guests.

Mr. Stepashin, Chairman of the 
SAI of the Russian Federation, wel-
comed the participants. He high-
lighted the relevance of training 
for guaranteeing a sound opera-
tion of SAIs and the importance of 
cooperation for strengthening it.

Danièle Lamarque, representa-
tive of the SAI of France, also wel-
comed the participants on behalf 

of the ETC Co-chair and thanked 
the SAI of the Russian Federation 
for hosting the meeting.

1.  Adoption of the agenda:

María José de la Fuente, rep-
resentative of the SAI of Spain, 
presented the draft agenda cir-
culated for the XVI ETC meeting. 
It was unanimously adopted just 
changing the order of presenta-
tion of some items, at the request 
of the participants, for practical 
reasons. 

2.  Adoption of the draft 
minutes of the XV ETC 
meeting in Bonn: 

Danièle Lamarque presented 
the draft minutes of the XV ETC 
meeting, held in Bonn on 8 and 9 
March 2007.

Elisabeth Türk, representa-
tive of ECA, pointed out that ECA’s 
comment had not been taken into 
account in the draft minutes circu-
lated. She made a summary of the 
main points raised on them and 

asked for their consideration in 
the fi nal version.

It was agreed that a new ver-
sion of the draft minutes, includ-
ing ECA’s comments, would be 
circulated by the SAI of France 
proximately and submitted to the 
ETC’s approval through writing 
procedure.

3.  Discussion on the overall 
effectiveness of the 
performance of the 
EUROSAI Training Strategy 
2005-2008

María José de la Fuente intro-
duced some points of discussion 
for evaluating the performance of 
the Training Strategy 2005-2008 
approved by the VI EUROSAI 
Congress in 2005. She reminded 
the mission of the Strategy and 
the main goals that the Congress 
identifi ed and agreed to achieve. 
She highlighted as main points 
to have into account in the evalu-
ation: meeting EUROSAI priorities 
and needs, training assessment, 
training quality, training impact 

R
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4.  Development of the 
operational plan for 
performing the EUROSAI 
Training Strategy

4.1.  Discussion on the 
summary of the EUROSAI 
Training Strategy 2005-
2008, drafted for 
informative purposes

Due to the fact that the per-
formance of the EUROSAI Train-
ing Strategy 2005-2008 was nearly 
over, the ETC decided that it was 
not useful any more to summarise 
its main points and the main lines 
of the operational plan to develop 
it, as initially agreed at the 2005 
ETC meeting for giving it more 
visibility through the EUROSAI 
website. The publication of the 
resolution containing the Strategy 
approved by the VI Congress in 
2005 was considered enough for 
providing information to the web-
site visitors.

4.2.  Evaluation of training 
events: common models 
of questionnaire for 
evaluating quality and 
for identifying expectations 
of participants

Helena Lopes, representative 
of the SAI of Portugal and contact 
person between the ETC and the 
EUROSAI IT Working Group, pre-
sented the work developed by the 
ETC Task group (SAIs of Portugal 
and Hungary and the ECA, with 
the support of IDI) entrusted with 
the responsibility of drafting mod-
els of questionnaire to evaluate 
the quality and impact of the 
training activities provided under 
EUROSAI’s umbrella. She ex-
plained that the Task group would 
propose to use three kinds of 
questionnaire: pre-seminar ques-
tionnaire (it has to be drafted for 
each seminar/training event, tak-
ing into account its specifi city), 
questionnaire on the seminar (to 
be replied at the end of the event), 

• Supporting cooperation with 
Regional Groups and the wider IN-
TOSAI family.

• Expanding the use of web-
sites and publications.

• Expanding cooperation with 
universities.

Discussion was also raised 
on some issues that the Training 
Strategy 2005-2008 invited for fur-
ther exploration:

• Certifi ed European Public 
Sector Auditor qualifi cation.

• Key training available on 
internet.

• Guidelines for managing 
training within SAIs and sharing 
national papers on training.

Some topics, at strategic level, 
were launched during the discus-
sion, such as:

• Mixture made in the Train-
ing Strategy 2005-2008 of strategic 
goals with operational objectives.

• Need of distinguishing be-
tween the EUROSAI Training Strat-
egy and the ETC strategy.

• Convenience of consider-
ing institutional development and 
including it in the wide concept 
of training, and possible ways of 
cooperation in this fi eld with the 
INTOSAI Capacity Building Com-
mittee and IDI.

• Opportunity of designing 
a global EUROSAI strategy in line 
with the INTOSAI Strategic Plan.

• Diffi culties to evaluate the 
impact of training for SAIs.

The ETC Co-chair was request-
ed to draft a paper evaluating 
the performance of the EUROSAI 
Training Strategy 2005-2008, tak-
ing into account the points raised 
in the discussion maintained, to be 
circulated for comments to the ETC 
members. A fi nal evaluation paper 
would be presented to the VII Con-
gress.

and effectiveness for participants/
SAIs/EUROSAI, suffi ciency and 
adequacy of training provided, 
role developed by EUROSAI and 
the ETC in the impulse of training, 
and development of cooperation at 
internal and external levels.

Ms. de la Fuente suggested 
the ETC to analyse the perform-
ance of the Training Strategy in a 
two-step process. Firstly, an overall 
discussion could be raised on the 
main achievements obtained in 
its performance, general aspects 
where the operation had revealed 
some weaknesses, matters where 
the Strategy had not shown to be 
adjusted to EUROSAI members’ 
needs, main diffi culties found to 
develop it, aspects that would be 
worthwhile to be maintained in the 
future, the ones that would need 
further exploration, and those that 
do not look so useful to be contin-
ued in following years, as well as 
the challenges still pending for im-
proving training in EUROSAI. The 
second step of the discussion could 
be focussed on a detailed analysis 
of achievements and challenges 
pending in respect to each of the 
goals of the Training Strategy. This 
discussion would provide inputs for 
reporting to the EUROSAI Govern-
ing Board and the Congress on the 
performance of the Training Strate-
gy for 2005-2008 and for drafting a 
proposal of Training Strategy 2008-
2011 to be submitted to the VII Con-
gress (Cracow, Poland, June 2008).

A brainstorming was held by 
participants, where general com-
ments were combined with a spe-
cifi c analysis on the performance of 
the six main goals of the EUROSAI 
Training Strategy 2005-2008:

• Delivering training through 
seminars and events.

• Supporting EUROSAI-IDI 
activities.

• Supporting cooperation with 
Working Groups.
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website, was carrying out in order 
to set up, if approved by the Gov-
erning Board, a restricted part on 
the website for training materi-
als and some other information 
that could be considered. This re-
stricted area would guarantee the 
access to information for EUROSAI 
members and, at the same time, 
keeping confi dential information 
and protecting intellectual prop-
erty and avoiding an inappropriate 
commercial use of training mate-
rials. She explained the different 
alternatives to develop that re-
stricted part through passwords or 
providing certifi cates. In any case, 
it would be accessible in “reading 
mode” and only the webmaster 
could upload materials.

ETC members expressed their 
agreement with this proposal to be 
submitted to the Governing Board 
and manifested their preference 
for the restricted part to be acces-
sible for all the staff of the SAIs 
members of EUROSAI and not only 
for specifi cally authorised people 
inside them.

4.5.  Summary of the results of 
the questionnaire on 
Certified European Public 
Sector Auditor 
qualification

Elisabeth Türk commented 
that, in view of the results of the 
questionnaire on Certifi ed Euro-
pean Public Sector Auditor quali-
fi cation presented at the previous 
ETC meeting (Bonn, March 2007), 
contacts were trying to be facili-
tated with universities in order to 
explore possibilities of cooperation 
in this fi eld. Ms. Türk reminded 
that, as agreed at the ETC meeting 
of 2007, the representatives of the 
ECA would prepare a summary of 
the results of the mentioned ques-
tionnaire, avoiding specifi c men-
tions to concrete SAIs, to make it 
available on the EUROSAI website 
for information.

Groups of INTOSAI. Ms. Korb-
macher commented the main 
conclusions of the development 
of this training initiative, high-
lighting the advantages coming 
from fi nancial, organisational and 
structural facilities that it can 
provide, as well as from the exist-
ing training materials and expert 
networks. The focus from differ-
ent perspectives and background 
had resulted very enriching for 
participants. She also pointed out 
that, sometimes, training provid-
ed following this line of coopera-
tion could be too theoretical and 
not so much focused for auditors; 
as well as the diffi culties that, in 
occasions, may raise for fi nding 
topics of common interest for all 
the institutions involved taking 
into account that EUROSAI inde-
pendence and priorities have to be 
safeguard and guaranteed.

The ETC congratulated the 
EUROSAI Presidency on this Initi-
ative carried out as a complement 
to the EUROSAI Training Strategy 
2005-2008. The need of creating 
networks with universities and 
establishing different lines of 
cooperation with them was high-
lighted. A suggestion for keeping 
a list of experts in the restricted 
part of the EUROSAI website for 
facilitating future training was 
made.

The representatives of the SAI 
of Poland, as future Presidency of 
EUROSAI, declared to consider the 
continuation of this kind of train-
ing initiative in cooperation with 
universities.

4.4.  Information o n 
the setting of a restricted 
part on the EUROSAI 
website for training 
materials

María José de la Fuente in-
formed the ETC on the studies 
that the EUROSAI Secretariat, as 
host and manager of the EUROSAI 

and monitoring questionnaire (to 
be circulated some time after the 
event in order to know its impact 
on the audit work of the partici-
pants and the transfer of results to 
the SAIs).

Ms. Lopes presented the model 
of questionnaire drafted for evalu-
ating the results of training events 
by participants and presenters, as 
well as a model of evaluation report 
for exposing the conclusions on 
the impact of the training events 
and for informing the ETC on their 
results. Helena Lopes informed 
that the drafting by the Task group 
of some guidelines for preparing 
monitoring-questionnaires was 
still pending.

The ETC thanked the group 
by the work done and highlighted 
the utility of having homogeneous 
questionnaires for evaluating the 
training provided and maximising 
its quality and impact. The group 
was asked to go further in their 
work.

4.3.  Evaluation of the results 
of cooperation with 
external partners: Results 
of the Initiative of the 
EUROSAI Presidency 
2006-2008

Beate Korbmacher, repre-
sentative of the SAI of Germany, 
presented the results of the train-
ing initiative promoted by the 
EUROSAI Presidency in coopera-
tion with the Academy of Euro-
pean Law of Trier and the German 
Agency for Technical Cooperation 
GTZ. She made a detailed sum-
mary of the activities provided, 
participants in the events, in-
stitutions involved, as well as 
the results obtained in terms of 
fulfi lment of the main goals of 
the EUROSAI Training Strategy: 
strengthening technical coopera-
tion, providing support for further 
development and strengthening 
cooperation with other Regional 
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4.6.  Draft questionnaire on 
cooperation between SAIs 
and universities

At the ETC’s request, Danièle 
Lamarque will prepare a draft 
questionnaire on cooperation with 
universities, trying to analyse sys-
tems and alternatives already op-
erating in the different countries 
of EUROSAI, to identify possible 
formulas to make it effective at 
global level, as well as possible 
kind of entities with which to co-
operate and eventual topics to be 
dealt with. In the future, another 
questionnaire could be drafted to 
identify concrete universities with 
which cooperation could be devel-
oped.

4.7.  Draft guidelines for 
organising training events

Zuzana Holoubkova, repre-
sentative of the SAI of the Czech 
Republic, presented a draft 
practical guide for organising 
training events in the scope of 
EUROSAI prepared by the Task 
group formed by the SAIs of the 
Czech Republic and Hungary with 
the support of the SAIs of Unit-
ed Kingdom and Denmark. Ms. 
Holoubkova explained the struc-
ture of the guide, that includes 
some orientations for the differ-
ent phases of design, preparation, 
development, delivery and post 
seminar activities. It covers the 
main aspects that have to be faced 
by the host of a training event. She 
commented also the annexes that 
would accompany the guide for fa-
cilitating its use.

Eszter Dürr, representative of 
the SAI of Hungary, clarifi ed that it 
was a preliminary paper that would 
be subject to the comments of the 
ETC members. She remarked that 
she would prefer to have a single 
document covering the phases of 
design and delivery of the training 
events instead of having two differ-

translation of training papers, as a 
way of cooperation.

María José de la Fuente, as Di-
rector of the EUROSAI Secretariat, 
asked the ETC about what infor-
mation should be provided in the 
open and restricted parts of the 
EUROSAI website. She suggested 
to include in the open part infor-
mation on training provided with 
a summary on each activity and a 
contact person for any further in-
formation that could be requested; 
the restricted part would contain 
the overall and detailed informa-
tion on the general performance 
of training and on each activ-
ity developed and programmed, as 
well as the training materials. In 
any case, the information for the 
open and restricted parts of 
the website should be provided 
by the organisers, already elabo-
rated, to the EUROSAI Secretariat 
for uploading it. The SAI of France, 
as agreed at the 2007 ETC meet-
ing, will take care of managing 
this process. The ETC agreed on 
this line of action.

5.  EUROSAI T raining 
Committee matters

5.1.  Evaluation of the efficiency 
of the ETC operation: 
lessons learnt and pending 
challenges

María José de la Fuente intro-
duced the issue making some re-
fl ections on the fulfi lment by the 
ETC of the task entrusted by the 
Governing Board and on the ef-
fi ciency of its operation. She sug-
gested to deal with the assessment 
from a double perspective. The fi rst 
one, analysing the adequacy of the 
structure of the ETC for carrying 
out its activities in an effi cient way 
(composition, chair, participants, 
task groups operating, opportunity 
to create a secretariat for admin-
istrative purposes…). The second 
perspective of the analysis would 

ent documents for it; criteria that 
was mostly supported by the ETC. 
She proposed that some additional 
information on the possibility of 
having fi nancing from EUROSAI 
for organising training and an an-
nex with a list of experts could be 
included in the guide.

Discussion was raised in rela-
tion to some concrete aspects of 
the draft guide. Some other com-
ments were focused on the need of 
clarifying in the document its “ori-
enting” nature, as well as to sug-
gesting that it should include only 
basic aspects of training events 
that need to be covered and in 
terms that can be generally accept-
able. In this line it was suggested 
that references to “voluntary” as-
pects connected with the organi-
sation of training events, such as 
social events, gifts, or programme 
for accompanying people, could be 
included in an annex but not in the 
main document for avoiding hosts 
to feel “invited” to also deal with it.

Archana Shirsat, representa-
tive of IDI, offered to the ETC a CD 
prepared by IDI with instructions 
for training trainers and where 
indications on planning, program-
ming and evaluating seminars are 
contained.

Special attention was paid to 
the question related to languages 
to be provided in training events. 
Fyodor Shelyuto, representative of 
the SAI of the Russian Federation, 
and Danièle Lamarque suggested 
that the guide should contain a 
general mention to this aspect that 
might contemplate that languages 
provided in training events would 
depend on the concrete needs in 
each case. Magnus Borge, repre-
sentative of IDI, commented their 
experience in this fi eld and shared 
the advantages and disadvantages 
of having several languages in 
training. María José de la Fuente 
suggested that the ETC members 
could provide support to facilitate 
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as on the expected outcomes for 
2008-2010. He suggested possible 
lines of collaboration between the 
CBC and the ETC, mainly based 
on cooperation and mutual sup-
port in order to achieve CBC and 
ETC shared objectives to improve 
staff skills, developing and sharing 
information, sharing databases of 
experts and materials on capacity 
building projects, using the CBC 
and EUROSAI websites and setting 
up links between them, and creat-
ing multi-donor trust fund for the 
worldwide strengthening of SAIs.

7.  Proposals for the 
EUROSAI Training Strategy 
2008-2011

7.1  and 7.2. Discussion on 
the draft EUROSAI Training 
Strategy to be presented to 
the Governing Board and 
the VII Congress, and on the 
main lines of the operational 
plan for performing the 
Training Strategy

The representatives of the SAI 
of Hungary, on behalf of the Task 
group entrusted by the ETC to re-
view the EUROSAI training strat-
egy for the next three-year period 
(SAIs of France, Hungary, Spain 
and United Kingdom) presented a 
draft discussion paper, previously 
circulated for comments to the ETC 
members. The paper contained ba-
sic facts and fi gures concerning 
the performance of the Training 
Strategy 2005-2008 and the opera-
tion of the ETC to put it into prac-
tice. It also raised some key ques-
tions that should be taken into ac-
count for the revision of the strate-
gy: needs and priorities, effi ciency 
of delivery, expected achievements 
and constraints. It fi nalised with a 
proposal of actions to be taken.

A discussion was open and the 
ETC exchanged ideas, in a brain-
storming process, on the following 
topics:

capacity demands of the diverse 
groups of SAIs within the Region.

• Internal and external coop-
eration, learning from each other, 
networks of experts, exploring 
learning activities, monitoring 
quality and outcome of training 
activities should be promoted for 
implementing the training strate-
gic priorities.

The ETC asked the Task group 
set up for this purpose to draft 
a proposal of Training Strategy 
2008-2011 and a draft resolution, 
that should be circulated for com-
ments to the ETC members for hav-
ing a fi nal version to be presented 
to the Governing Board and the 
VII EUROSAI Congress. A draft 
operational plan for the ETC to 
perform the Training Strategy ap-
proved by the Congress should be 
also prepared by the Task group. 
The SAIs of Denmark, Poland, Por-
tugal and the ECA joined the Task 
group to support these works.

8.  Reports and proposals 
to be presented to the 
VII EUROSAI Congress

María José de la Fuente remind-
ed that the ETC should present to 
the XXXIII EUROSAI Governing 
Board meeting and to the VII Con-
gress the following papers:

• ETC Activity Report 2005-
2008, with an Annex containing 
the evaluation of the performance 
of the EUROSAI Training Strategy 
for the mentioned period.

• Proposal for EUROSAI 
Training Strategy 2008-2011.

• Draft Resolution.

The ETC distributed the tasks 
for drafting the papers and fi xed a 
calendar for circulating the drafts 
among the participants, making 
comments, and fi nalising the fi nal 
versions of the papers to be pre-
sented to the Governing Board and 
the Congress.

• Does the training strategy 
need to be reviewed? Why?

• Which should be the main 
goals on training matters to be 
achieved by EUROSAI at long term?

• Should the EUROSAI train-
ing strategy take into account the 
new developments in the environ-
ment (INTOSAI, IDI…)?

• Should the strategy be fo-
cussed only on training or should it 
cover also capacity-building issues?

• Which should be the main 
strategic goals for the next three-
year period? Are the ones of 2005-
2008 still valid? Are they feasible?

• Essential aspects that 
should be considered for perform-
ing the future training strategy 
(promoting cooperation, keeping 
needs updated and meeting priori-
ties, training quality, training eval-
uation, fi nancing, attention paid to 
diversity…).

The ETC agreed that the 
EUROSAI training strategy should 
be reviewed learning from the re-
sults of the evaluation of the Strat-
egy 2005-2008 performance and 
taking into account and trying to 
integrate the new developments 
held in INTOSAI. The following 
points should be taken into ac-
count in the revision:

• The strategy, maintaining 
its traditional task of promoting 
training, should explore also new 
fi elds in the area of institutional 
development.

• A more effi cient and visible 
strategy and an operational plan 
relevant and focussed to the needs 
of the SAIs in the Region would be 
desirable.

• The strategy should present 
its mission, vision, main goals and 
core values creating added value 
for all EUROSAI members through 
delivery of training, knowledge 
and information sharing and insti-
tutional development; targeting the 
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of it proliferating new and more 
creative formulas to apply them. 
A discussion was raised concern-
ing the indexes for fi xing the lim-
its of the amounts of subventions 
from the EUROSAI Budget, trying 
to make compatible fl exibility at-
tending to the circumstances of 
each training event with objective 
criteria that provide equity to the 
granting.

10.  Date and venue of the 
XVII ETC meeting

The ETC considered that it 
would be convenient to hold its 
next meeting in the second half of 
2008 or in early 2009 for dealing 
with the mandates received from 
the Governing Board as a result 
of the VII EUROSAI Congress. The 
SAI of Portugal offered to host the 
XVII ETC meeting on the second 
half of January or early February 
2009.

The ETC thanked the SAI of Por-
tugal for the offer and accepted it.

11.  Miscellaneous

No topic was discussed under 
this item.

***

Maria José de la FUENTE and 
Danièle LAMARQUE thanked the 
SAI of the Russian Federation for 
hosting so kindly and effi ciently 
the XVI ETC meeting; as well as 
the participants for their contribu-
tions and the fruitful debates. The 
ETC meeting was closed. •

on 9-10 October 2008, in coopera-
tion with the EUROSAI IT Work-
ing Group, as well as the request 
of the Estonian SAI for an aid from 
EUROSAI budget of 4,000  for cov-
ering costs of an external expert 
participating in the Workshop. Ms. 
Lopes announced that a second 
event on the topic would be organ-
ised in the University of Antwerp 
(Belgium) in 2009, for deepen-
ing in methodological matters. 
María José de la Fuente confi rmed 
that the request of the Estonian 
SAI also covered the fi nancial 
EUROSAI prescriptions.

The ETC supported the Esto-
nian’s request.

9.2.  Financial provisions for 
training of the EUROSAI 
Budget 2009-2011

María José de la Fuente sum-
marised briefl y a paper circulated 
in advance to the ETC containing 
information about the EUROSAI 
Budget execution in the period 
2005-March 2008. She put some 
questions to the ETC on fi nancial 
matters concerning training in or-
der to know whether it would be 
convenient to raise any proposal 
to the EUROSAI Secretary General 
that could be taken into account 
while drafting of Budget 2009-
2011. These questions mainly 
referred to the convenience of re-
ducing in that Budget the amount 
available for fi nancing training 
considering that the requests from 
the 2006-2008 Budget had covered 
only some 70% of the available 
credit; and to the opportunity of 
modifying the indexes for fi xing 
the limits of fi nancial aids to be 
received by each SAI depending 
on their group of fi nancial contri-
bution to EUROSAI for making in-
dexes more balanced.

The ETC supported maintain-
ing the credit available for training 
in the EUROSAI Budget 2009-2011 
and trying to promote a higher use 

9.  EUROSAI financial matters

9.1.  Requests for funding from 
EUROSAI budget

•  Financial request for the 
Seminar “Auditing Social 
Security systems”, Prague 
(Czech Republic), 2008

Zuzana Holoubkova presented 
the Seminar on auditing Social Se-
curity systems to be held in Prague 
from 9-12 November 2008, as well 
as the request from EUROSAI budg-
et for a total amount of 10,400€ for 
supporting expenses of external ex-
perts and costs of technical equip-
ment and conference room for the 
mentioned Seminar. María José de 
la Fuente facilitated information on 
fi nancial matters, clarifying that 
the request fulfi lled the fi nancial 
prescriptions of EUROSAI.

The ETC supported the request 
of the SAI of the Czech Republic.

•  Financial request for the 
Seminar “Experience 
with implementation and 
development of VFM audits in 
reaction to new challenges and 
changes in the environment”, 
Prague (Czech Republic), 2009

Zuzana Holoubkova presented 
the mentioned Seminar to be held 
in Prague in April 2009. She asked 
the ETC for supporting their request 
from EUROSAI budget for 7,000€ for 
fi nancing the technical equipment 
and conference room for the Semi-
nar. María José de la Fuente con-
fi rmed that the request covered the 
fi nancial prescriptions of EUROSAI.

Some general questions were 
raised on experts’ fees and CVs.

The ETC supported the request 
of the SAI of the Czech Republic.

•  Financial request for the 
Workshop “Understanding 
CobiT in support of an audit 
of IT Governance”, Tallin 
(Estonia), 2008

Helena Lopes presented the 
Workshop to be held in Tallinn 
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age the exchange of knowledge and 
experience with the purpose of en-
larging the abilities and promoting 
the use of best practices in the fi eld 
of public sector auditing; and also to 
contribute to institutional develop-
ment in order to boost strong, inde-
pendent and multidisciplinary SAIs.

In particular, the following is-
sues were tackled: 

• Strategic Priority 1. Training: 
Need to identify and update the 
information on training needs of 
EUROSAI members; examination 
of the development, evaluation and 
lessons learned from activities and 
events carried out and scheduled in 
undertaking the Training Strategy; 
exploring learning alternatives (e-
learning and initiatives in coopera-
tion with universities); monitoring 
quality and outcome of EUROSAI 
training activities (management 

mands for skills from the various 
target groups of SAIs in the Region.

2. An analysis was made of 
the situation concerning the ap-
plication of the 2008-2009 op-
erational plan for performing the 
EUROSAI Strategy, presented to the 
XXXIV Meeting of the Governing 
Board of the Organisation (Krakow, 
Poland, 5 June 2008). Also debated 
was the operational plan for the 
period 2009-2011, submitted to 
that Committee in its XXXV Meet-
ing (Kiev, Ukraine, 23 June 2009).

3. A detailed examination was 
made of the scheduled actions in car-
rying out the strategic priorities for 
2008-2011. These actions are aimed 
to promote and facilitate training for 
SAI staff so that they can become ca-
pable of developing and improving 
the skills and experience needed for 
performing their duties; to encour-

he EUROSAI Training 
Committee (ETC) held its 
XVII Meeting in Lisbon 

on 29 and 30 January 2009, under 
the organisation of the Court of Au-
dit of Portugal. In addition to ETC 
members the Meeting was also at-
tended by representatives of the 
European Court of Auditors, IDI, 
the Presidency of the INTOSAI Ca-
pacity Building Committee (SAI of 
Morocco) and SIGMA; institutions 
with which EUROSAI is cooperat-
ing on a regular basis.

Although the minutes will be 
submitted for the ETC approval 
in its XVIII Meeting and will be 
published in the forthcoming is-
sue of the EUROSAI Magazine, it 
is considered of interest to provide 
some advance information, by way 
of a summary, on the main debates 
held and decisions adopted:

1. The ETC discussed aspects 
related to the dual fi eld of action 
in which it undertakes its tasks: 
the carrying out of the 2008-2011 
Training Strategy, approved by the 
VII EUROSAI Congress, and the 
works on its own organisation and 
internal structure.

The purpose of the Training 
Strategy for this three-year period 
is to support and strengthen SAIs 
in the undertaking of their du-
ties and to supply added value for 
EUROSAI members by means of 
promoting training and an ex-
change of knowledge. Its objective 
is to increase effi cacy by focusing 
on the key priorities and on the de-

Summary of the main Discussions 
and Agreements of the XVII EUROSAI 

Training Committee Meeting 
Lisbon (Portugal), 29 and 30 January 2009

T
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nounced the forthcoming request 
for fi nancial support in order to or-
ganise a seminar on the Common 
Agricultural Policy, and to cover 
the participation of EUROSAI mem-
bers in a trans-regional training 
programme on the auditing of pub-
lic debt management, respectively.

6. The representatives of the 
INTOSAI Capacity Building Com-
mittee, IDI and SIGMA reported 
on the activities carried out during 
the last year and their strategies 
for the future. A discussion ensued 
on possible cooperation formulas 
between the ETC and these bodies, 
fundamentally targeted at shar-
ing experience and knowledge; at 
encouraging joint actions; and at 
promoting a greater exchange of 
training materials, of experts and 
of information available in their 
databases.

7. The XVIII ETC Meeting will 
be held in Paris (France), in March-
April 2010. •

gional Groups; collaboration with 
external partners.

4. The Task Force for Review-
ing the ETC Structure reported on 
the situation of the work on draw-
ing up Terms of Reference of that 
Committee covering structural, 
organisational and functioning 
aspects, and which seek to encour-
age a more agile and effi cient func-
tioning for it. 

5. The ETC supported the re-
quest for a subsidy from the Ac-
counting Chamber of Poland in or-
der to organise a training event on 
the Audit Standards of SAIs, in col-
laboration with the Presidency of 
the INTOSAI Committee on Profes-
sional Standards Committee. This 
activity will be developed within 
the framework of the programme 
of the EUROSAI Presidency for the 
period 2008-2011, which consid-
ers among its priorities that of en-
couraging the application of those 
standards in the European Region.

The representatives of the SAI 
of the Czech Republic and IDI an-

indicators, questionnaires-format 
and model reports for the overall 
evaluation of the training); drafting 
of a practical guide for organising 
EUROSAI training events; facilitat-
ing EUROSAI funding for training 
(establishment of general guidelines 
for subsidising training events and 
analysis of new fi elds of funding to 
be covered by the EUROSAI budget).

• Strategic Priority 2. Knowl-
edge and information sharing: Im-
provement in the application of 
the website and publications of the 
Organisation for this priority; pro-
motion of networks of experts in 
the fi eld of training and auditing; 
strengthening collaboration with 
EUROSAI Working Groups in order 
to encourage this objective.

• Strategic Priority 3. Institu-
tional Development: Facilitating 
experience sharing on training 
management; information on the 
various professional certifi cation 
schemes of auditors; cooperation 
with INTOSAI (Capacity Building 
Committee and IDI) and its Re-

The fi rst work Session, devoted 
to the sustainability of public fi -
nances, included speeches from 
the SAIs of Hungary and Morocco, 
along with a talk from the econo-
mist Nicolas Baverez on public fi -
nances in view of the crisis. 

Around twenty SAIs presented 
speeches or sent contributions. 
The texts of them can be found in 
three languages (French, English 
and Arabic) on the Conference web 
site. A questionnaire will shortly 
be added, currently in preparation.

he EUROSAI-ARABOSAI 
Conference, held in Paris 
in the House of UNESCO, 

from the 29 to 31 March, brought 
together 128 delegates and 35 com-
panions coming from 55 Institutions 
in the European and Arab world.

II EUROSAI- ARABOSAI Conference
The Role of the SAIs in Developing 
the Management of Public Bodies1

Paris (France), 29-31 March 2009

T

1 Contribution sent by the Cour des comptes of France.
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President of the Court of Audit of 
Tunisia, host of the First EUROSAI-
ARABOSAI Conference, and Mr. 
Manuel Núñez Pérez, President of 
the Court of Audit of Spain, gave 
speeches during the closing Ses-
sion, in which Mr. Henri Guaino, 
Special Advisor to the President of 
the French Republic, also spoke. 

Finally, delegates were invited 
to spend some of their leisure time 
visiting, or revisiting, some of the 
outstanding sites of French herit-
age: the Palace of Versailles, the 
Hôtel de Lassay, residence of the 
President of the National Assem-
bly, where a dinner was held on 
Monday evening, and the Palais 
Cambon, headquarters of the Cour 
des comptes. 

The next meeting of the Con-
tact Committee will be held on 1-2 
December 2008 hosted by the 
European Court of Auditors in 
Luxembourg.•

This Conference highlighted the 
different ways in which SAIs can 
contribute to improving public man-
agement: a more strategic program-
ming, focused on the challenges and 
risks of management; more diversi-
fi ed control methods; a signifi cant 
training effort; a more exhaustive 
dialogue with the managers; some 
concrete proposals for reform, and a 
monitoring of the putting into prac-
tice of those proposals.

The opening and closing of 
the Conference was placed in the 
hands of Mr. Philippe Séguin, First 
President of the French Court 
of Audit. The Presidents of both 
Groups, Mr. Jacek Jezierski, Presi-
dent of the NIK of Poland, and Mr. 
Abdullah Abdullah Al Sanafi , Pres-
ident of the COCA of Yemen, gave 
speeches during the opening, as 
did Mr. Josef Moser, Secretary Gen-
eral of INTOSAI. The two Secretar-
ies General, Ms. Faïza Kefi , First 

The Second Session focused on 
the problem of the contribution of 
SAIs to the improvement in public 
management. Through talks given 
by the SAIs of Sweden, Saudi Ara-
bia, Oman and Switzerland, the 
different components of the per-
formance in public management 
were analysed, together with the 
role played by the SAIs for improv-
ing the transparency and effi cacy 
of that management.

At the end of this Session, an 
intense debate took place, chaired 
by the two Presidents and Session 
Speakers, the Presidents of the 
SAIs of Finland, Algeria, Iraq and 
the European Court of Audit, as 
well as by the two coordinators of 
the French Court of Audit.

The third Session was devoted to 
the expectations of the players in 
modernization: Parliament, Execu-
tive and citizens, with contributions 
from Egypt, Portugal and Jordan.
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the most suitable type of audit, the 
mandates, rules and procedures of 
participating SAIs must fi rst be re-
viewed and evaluated, 3) set down 
in writing, in a formal document, 
the agreements reached, specify-
ing the key points of their coopera-
tion and the course to be followed 
by the audit, 4) select the type of 
audit that best accords with their 
ends, 5) adopt a fi nal decision in 
order to agree on the data to in-
clude in the fi nal joint report, 6) 
share best practices, 7) analyse 
the products issued by the Envi-
ronmental Audit Working Group 
of INTOSAI, which provide a more 
detailed guide on environmental 
audits. •

to maintain permanent control in 
the region over how the resources 
and the environment are being 
handled; 2) to promote an pro-
nouncement from the SAIs for the 
executive bodies of each country 
to invest more resources in the 
conservation of the environment, 
3) to try to get the SAIs to be as-
signed powers for applying mor-
al, administrative and monetary 
sanctions on offi cials of the State 
whom SAIs confi rm to be in viola-
tion of the ethics and the legal and 
reglamentary provisions govern-
ing over environmental matters; 
4) to draw up a document of intent 
or a memorandum of understand-
ing in order to demonstrate the 
concerns of auditors in controlling 
the environmental patrimony; 5) 
to design methodologies of en-
vironmental audits which would 
consider, among others, the evalu-
ation of costs and the defi nition of 
standards, 6) to incorporate the 
environmental patrimony regis-
ter into the system of national ac-
counts.

In relation to sub-theme 2, 
working groups 1 and 2 empha-
sized, among others, the following 
aspects: 1) a good reason for draw-
ing up a joint report could be the 
powerful message transmitted by 
the presentation of common fi nd-
ings and conclusions, 2) communi-
cation among the SAIs is essential 
for conducting joint audits, 3) ex-
perience and cooperation among 
SAIs is very important for each 
institution to be able to continue 
to make progress and face up ef-
fectively to common challenges.

In order to carry out these 
measures, the SAIs made the fol-
lowing recommendations to SAIs 
when it comes to conducting joint 
audits: 1) identify the resources 
constituting the patrimony of their 
countries and enter into agree-
ments with other SAIs for carrying 
out environmental cooperative au-
dits, 2) with the aim of deciding on 

some of them carry out fi nancial, 
numerical and legal controls, and 
other prior or subsequent controls, 
4) the idea needs to be promoted 
that the legislation of each coun-
try should establish the binding 
nature of the recommendations 
drawn up by the SAIs, along with 
their sanctioning and coercive 
power, when appropriate.

Consequently, in order to car-
ry out these measures, the SAIs 
formulated the following general 
recommendations: 1) to sign the 
defi nitive memorandum of under-
standing among the countries of 
the Amazon, along with those of 
the Guaraní aquifer, with the aim 
of combining their forces in order 
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EUROSAI Working Group on Environmental 
Auditing

News from the EUROSAI Working 
Group on Environmental Auditing (WGEA)

n June last year the Offi ce 
of the Auditor General 
of Norway became Chair 

of the EUROSAI WGEA after the 
Supreme Chamber of Control of 
Poland. The Work Plan for 2008 – 
2011 was adopted at the 6th Work-
ing Group Meeting in Ukraine in 
October 2008. The main goals of 
the EUROSAI WGEA for the work 
plan period are to promote coop-
erative environmental audits, de-
velop methodology and build ca-
pacity among our members within 
environmental auditing. The other 
objectives are dissemination and 
cooperation between EUROSAI’s 
working groups, INTOSAI’s work-
ing groups and other relevant or-
ganisations and institutions. 

To support the Chair, a Steer-
ing Committee has been estab-
lished with members from the 
European Court of Auditors and 
the SAIs of the Netherlands, Po-
land, Russia, Slovenia, Sweden, 
Ukraine and the INTOSAI WGEA. 
The Steering Committee is chaired 
by the SAI of Norway. 

We are also very pleased to see 
that our working group now com-
prises as much as 45 member coun-
tries. The SAI’s of Turkey, Spain, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Moldova and 

Israel became members last year, 
hence most EUROSAI members are 
also members of EUROSAI WGEA.

The 6th EUROSAI WGEA 
Meeting 2008

The 6th EUROSAI WGEA Meet-
ing was arranged in Ukraine in Oc-
tober 2008. Approximately 80 par-
ticipants from 30 member countries 
and invited organisations attended 
the meeting. The topics of this meet-
ing were fi sheries management, 

I

1 Contribution sent by The Office of the Auditor General of Norway, EUROSAI WGEA Secretariat 

The main goals of the 
EUROSAI WGEA for the 
work plan period are to 
promote cooperative 
environmental audits, 
develop methodology 
and build capacity 
among our members 
within environmental 
auditing.

In June last year the Offi ce of the Auditor General of Norway became Chair of the EUROSAI 
WGEA after the Supreme Chamber of Control of Poland. The Work Plan for 2008 – 2011 was 
adopted at the 6th Working Group Meeting in Ukraine in October 2008.

The 6th EUROSAI WGEA Meeting 2008 (Photo: The Accounting Chamber of Ukraine).
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external experts in audit projects. 

The course on Auditing 
Biodiversity Issues

The EUROSAI WGEA Secre-
tariat arranged a one-day course in 
auditing biodiversity issues based 
on the INTOSAI WGEA biodiversity 
training module. The course was ar-
ranged in connection with the 7th 
EUROSAI WGEA meeting in Sofi a, 
Bulgaria, the day before the 7th 
EUROSAI WGEA meeting started, 
that was Monday 5 October 2009. 

Information from the 
EUROSAI WGEA

The EUROSAI WGEA Secre-
tariat disseminates 2-3 EUROSAI 
WGEA Newsletters each year. 
These newsletters are available 
on the EUROSAI WGEA website. If 
you want to receive the newsletter 
by email, please contact us. 

For further information, please 
see our website (www.riksrevisjonen.
no/en/InternationalActivities/
Eurosaiwgea/) or contact the 
EUROSAI WGEA secretariat.

EUROSAI WGEA Secretariat
e-mail: EUROSAI-WGEA@
riksrevisjonen.no
Tel:+ 47 22 24 10 00
Fax:+ 47 22 24 10 01. •

sustainable energy and climate 
change. The meeting report and all 
presentations are available at our 
website (http://www.riksrevisjonen.
no/en/InternationalActivities/
Eurosaiwgea/Activitiesandmeetings/
6th+EWGEA+Meeting+2008/
Kiev_2008.htm).

The EUROSAI WGEA regional 
meeting at the 12th 
Assembly meeting of 
INTOSAI WGEA in Doha, 
Qatar, January 2009 

A EUROSAI WGEA regional 
meeting was arranged at the 12th 
Assembly meeting of INTOSAI 
WGEA in Qatar in January 2009. 
Approximately 30 participants at-
tended this meeting. The topic was 
Cooperative and coordinated envi-
ronmental audits –lessons learned 
and best practise. A presentation 
regarding this issue was made 
by the SAI of Austria followed by 
group discussions facilitated by the 
SAIs of Austria, Poland, the Nether-
lands and the Slovak Republic.

The 7th EUROSAI WGEA 
Meeting 2009

The 7th EUROSAI WGEA Meet-
ing was arranged on 6 - 8 October 
2009 in Sofi a, Bulgaria. The Bul-
garian National Audit Offi ce was 
the host of the meeting. The topics 
were water management and use of 

The topic was 
Cooperative 

and coordinated 
environmental audits 
–lessons learned and 

best practise.

The EUROSAI WGEA regional meeting at the 12th Assembly meeting of INTOSAI WGEA 
in Doha, Qatar, January 2009 (Photo: EUROSAI WGEA Secretariat).

The Steering 
Committee is chaired 
by the SAI of Norway. 

The topics of this 
meeting were 

fisheries management, 
sustainable energy and 

climate change.
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All this requires the full com-
mitment and involvement of the ac-
tors concerned, including govern-
ments, regional and international 
organizations, the private sector 
and the scientifi c community.

The abovementioned facts in-
dicate convincingly on the need to 
draw more attention to the natural 
and man-caused disasters and ca-
tastrophes, analyze causes, effec-
tive and rational use of state funds 
for their prevention and conse-
quences elimination, as well as the 

necessity of the in-depth study of 
this issue from the methodological 
point of view, including preventive 
methods.

Recognizing the need for SAI 
independence and the impor-
tance of the work performed in 
disaster-related sphere so far, the 
VII EUROSAI Congress approved 
a Resolution on the establishment 
of the Task Force on the Audit of 
Funds Allocated to Disasters and 
Catastrophes under the leader-
ship of SAI of Ukraine. 

ecent natural and man-
caused disasters in Eu-
rope have demonstrated 

that such calamities pose prob-
lems of a specifi c kind, necessitat-
ing numerous different aid meas-
ures. The loss of human life, the 
destruction of economic and social 
infrastructure and the degradation 
of already fragile ecosystems is ex-
pected to worsen as climate change 
increases the frequency and mag-
nitude of extreme meteorological 
events, such as heat waves, storms, 
ice melting and fl oods. 

EUROSAI Activities: Special Focus on Disaster 
Prevention1

Task Force on the Audit of Funds Allocated 
to Disasters and Catastrophes

R

1 Contribution sent by the Accounting Chamber of Ukraine, EUROSAI Taskforce Secretariat. 

Recent natural and man-caused disasters in Europe have demonstrated that such calami-
ties pose problems of a specifi c kind, necessitating numerous different aid measures. The 
loss of human life, the destruction of economic and social infrastructure and the degrada-
tion of already fragile ecosystems is expected to worsen as climate change increases the 
frequency and magnitude of extreme meteorological events, such as heat waves, storms, 
ice melting and fl oods. 
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taking measures regarding the 
prevention and consequences 
elimination of such negative and 
dangerous phenomena. 

Having the support of interest-
ed SAIs, the Accounting Chamber 
of Ukraine carried out a survey, 
the results of which proved the 
increasing anxiety and concern 
of European auditors regarding 
natural and man-caused disasters 
occurrence, nuclear safety and ra-
dioactive wastes. A special atten-
tion was paid to elimination of the 
disaster consequences at the Cher-
nobyl Nuclear Power Plant.

Based on the survey results, in 
September 2005, the Expert Team 
Meeting attended by 11 SAIs was 
held in Kyiv, Ukraine. The Meeting 
results confi rmed the SAIs further 
interest in these issues and, thus, 
possible activities were discussed 
to be taken in this direction.

Following discussions and con-
sultations, the Assembly of the EU-
ROSAI WGEA at its IV Meeting, No-
vember 2006, Luxembourg, adopt-
ed the Resolution by which the 
Special Subgroup on the Audit of 
Natural, Man-caused Disasters Con-
sequences and Radioactive Wastes 
Elimination was established. The 

of information. The CRED works 
closely with the United Nations 
International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (UNISDR) Secretariat on 
implementing the underlying poli-
cies, i.e. the International Strategy 
for Disaster Reduction and Hyogo 
Framework for Action 2005-2015: 
Building the Resilience of Nations 
and Communities to Disasters. 

Getting started: from 
intentions to real work 

Realizing the increasing 
number of disasters and catastro-
phes caused by nature or a human 
being which have detrimental ef-
fects for the environment, popula-
tion and society as a whole over 
the last decades in Europe, further 
threats and dangers of their pos-
sible occurrence, the Accounting 
Chamber of Ukraine fi rst raised 
its anxiety and concern regarding 
this issue during III Meeting of the 
EUROSAI Working Group on En-
vironmental Auditing (EUROSAI 
WGEA) in Bulgaria in 2004. The 
SAI of Ukraine thought it was es-
sentially to perform an in-depth 
study of this problem and thus 
attract more attention and efforts 
of SAIs within their mandates in 

Losses from natural disasters in Europe by classes 
of disasters (1970-2007), USD billion

Source: Ministry for Emergencies of Ukraine
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A special attention was 
paid to elimination of the 
disaster consequences 
at the Chernobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant.
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SAIs. In the course of such events 
the participants approved several 
principal documents, i.e. Terms of 
Reference and Work Plan for 2007 
– 2008, held productive discus-
sions and delivered summarized 
audit fi ndings, as well as prepared 
the Joint Audit Report which was 
presented and signed by the Heads 
of participating SAIs during the VII 
EUROSAI Congress in Krakow in 
June 2008.

One of the core activities of the 
Special Subgroup, as it appeared 
in the Work Plan, was a commu-
nication with the media and other 
stakeholders through holding the 
press-conferences and publishing 
the information in the INTOSAI and 
EUROSAI printed and electronic 
editions. In such a way the Special 
Subgroup maintained the fl exibility 
to respond to new emerging needs 
and ensure the sustainability and 
long-term viability of its results. 

Since 2006, the SAI of Ukraine 
had regularly contributed its in-
formation to “INTOSAI Journal”, 
“EUROSAI Magazine”, “EUROSAI 
Newsletter” and INTOSAI WGEA 
“Greenlines”.

Having acquired some practical 
experience in the domain of disas-
ter consequences elimination and 
recognizing the clear relationship 
between development, disaster 
risk reduction, disaster response 
and disaster recovery and the 
need to continue to deploy efforts 
in all these areas, the Accounting 
Chamber of Ukraine suggested 
further addressing disaster-related 
matters at Europe level and, be-
ing inspired by a new relevant 
topic of the SAI independence and 
supported by the then EUROSAI 
WGEA Chair, it sought for operat-
ing with autonomy in line with the 
EUROSAI Statute.

It was proposed to make a stra-
tegic shift from the elimination to 
the prevention and preparation to 
the disasters and catastrophes. 

Subgroup was structured within 
EUROSAI WGEA, with the Account-
ing Chamber of Ukraine as its Chair 
and 7 SAI members.

To make the most of the given 
mandates to better respond to dis-
aster challenges the interested SAIs 
decided to initiate the Subgroup’s 
activities in connection with a ma-
jor International Co-ordinated Au-
dit of the Chernobyl Shelter Fund, 
particularly in light of the large 
volume of international assistance 
at stake; the signifi cant challenges 
in existence; and the risks and 
uncertainties that continue to sur-
round the Chernobyl accident. Six 
members of the Special Subgroup 
(the SAIs of Ukraine, Poland, the 
Russian Federation, the Slovak 
Republic, Switzerland and the Eu-
ropean Court of Auditors), as well 
as the interested SAIs of Germany, 
the Netherlands and the USA, co-
operated in this Audit. 

Following the audit results and 
relying on a clear evidence and 
established facts the collaborating 
SAIs underscored that the funds 
from an individual donor/contrib-
utor can no longer be tracked and 
audited as an individual cash-fl ow 
stream or account and have to be 
reviewed within the whole frame-
work and complexity of interac-
tions between donors, aid agencies 
and benefi ciaries. It was strongly 
recommended on ensuring the 
transparency of funds used to good 
effect, fostering free fl ow of infor-
mation and putting as much mate-
rial as possible into the public do-
main and thus conveying disaster 
concerns to the national decision-
makers and governments. 

To provide a continued coopera-
tion between SAIs and deliver bet-
ter results the Accounting Cham-
ber hosted three working meetings 
during 2007-2008 in Kyiv, Ukraine. 
These meetings provided a forum 
for sharing and exchanging the rel-
evant experience among European 

The Subgroup was 
structured within 

EUROSAI WGEA, with the 
Accounting Chamber of 
Ukraine as its Chair and 

7 SAI members.

Since 2006, the SAI of 
Ukraine had regularly 

contributed its 
information to “INTOSAI 

Journal”, “EUROSAI 
Magazine”, “EUROSAI 

Newsletter” and INTOSAI 
WGEA “Greenlines”.

To provide a continued 
cooperation between SAIs 
and deliver better results 
the Accounting Chamber 

hosted three working 
meetings during 

2007-2008 in Kyiv, 
Ukraine.
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introduction of national systems 
for prevention and consequences 
elimination of disasters and ca-
tastrophes, current processes and 
forecasts in the domain of natural 
and man-caused disasters in Eu-
rope and activities of the Supreme 
Audit Institutions in this area. 

The objective of the Meeting 
was to discuss and approve the 
Task Force’s Terms of Reference 
and the Work Plan for 2009 – 2011, 
share information and lessons 
learned within the agenda ses-
sions, as well as to establish and 
develop communication between 
its members.

“Measures on the prevention 
and consequences elimination of 
disasters and catastrophes should 
be embedded in the governmen-
tal policy of both individual coun-
tries and the world community to 
achieve a sustainable social-eco-
nomic development and stability 
on the planet. Until recently most 
countries’ approach to the disas-
ter risk reduction focused mainly 
on the elimination, recovery ef-
forts along with satisfying the ba-
sic needs of the people affected. 
However, due to the increase in 
disasters and lossess caused by it 
currently a new task arises – dis-
asters forecasting and prevention. 
A global prevention culture sup-
ported by scientifi c prognostication 
of future disasters should be ac-
cepted and widely used in our daily 
work”, underlined Dr. Valentyn Sy-
monenko, Chair of EUROSAI Task 
Force, in his welcoming address.

With due regard to the lessons 
learned and best practice shared in 
the national presentations within 
Plenary Sessions by European au-
ditors the following conclusions 
and refl ections on the disaster-re-
lated issues were made:

• a country can benefi t more 
from investing to the prevention 
than eliminating and recovering 
the disaster;

Moving ahead to disaster 
prevention

Expressing deep concerns at 
the number and scale of natural 
disasters and their increasing im-
pact within recent years and taking 
note with great interest and appre-
ciation of the discussed issue and 
results accomplished since the fi rst 
proposal of this ecological problem 
in 2004, the VII EUROSAI Congress 
established the Task Force on the 
Audit of Funds Allocated to Disas-
ters and Catastrophes with SAI of 
Ukraine as its Chair. 

It is expected that a newly-es-
tablished EUROSAI Task Force will 
serve as a platform for the crea-
tion of a common vision for SAIs 
on the European continent facing 
the challenges around the disaster 
prevention with a special focus on 
natural calamities. 

Since the moment of its es-
tablishment in 2008 a number 
of preparation activities were ac-
complished by the Task Force. As 
of April 2009, 14 SAIs expressed 
their intention to participate on 
the permanent basis and 3 SAIs as 
observers in the Task Force. 

On March 17-18, 2009 the Su-
preme Audit Institution of Ukraine 
hosted I Meeting of the EUROSAI 
Task Force. 11 European member 
SAIs from Belgium, Norway, Bela-
rus, Bulgaria, Iceland, Moldova, 
Poland, the Russian Federation, 
Hungary, Ukraine and the Euro-
pean Court of Auditors took part 
in the event. The Meeting was also 
attended by the state authorities, 
scientifi c and research institu-
tions of Ukraine and international 
organizations, particularly, from 
the Ministry of Emergencies of 
Ukraine, National Academy of Sci-
ences of Ukraine, United Nations 
Development Programme and the 
World Bank.

I Meeting was organized 
around three Plenary Sessions on 

On March 17-18, 2009 
the Supreme Audit 
Institution of Ukraine 
hosted I Meeting of the 
EUROSAI Task Force.

A country can benefit 
more from investing 
to the prevention 
than eliminating and 
recovering the disaster
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which is to coordinate and consoli-
date the efforts of European SAIs 
towards increasing their aware-
ness of disasters and catastrophes 
and to help governments develop 
effective and effi cient instruments 
of disasters and catastrophes pre-
vention and consequences elimi-
nation.

While focusing mainly on au-
diting preparedness of appropriate 
institutions to mitigate the con-
sequences of disasters and catas-
trophes, the Task Force drafted 4 
Strategic Goals as follows:

1.  Surveying and Contributing 
to Audits.

2.  Methodology Development 
and Capacity Building.

3.  Setting up new contacts and 
information sharing between Euro-
pean SAIs. 

4.  Cooperation with Interna-
tional Organisations.

Looking toward the future 

Having set rather challenging 
tasks, the Task Force elaborated a 
relevant implementation scheme for 
each Strategic Goal bearing in mind 
its three-year mandate between the 
VII EUROSAI Congress in 2008 in 
Poland and the VIII EUROSAI Con-
gress in 2011 in Portugal. 

In this perspective the Task 
Force expects to achieve the fol-
lowing results taking into account 
the speculations mentioned below:

1.  Creation of a database of 
the subject audits (it could serve 
as credible information sources for 
EUROSAI auditors).

2.  Development of the glossary 
of disaster-related terms (consider-
ing discrepancies in terms defi ni-
tion and necessity for a unifi ed glos-
sary to be used within EUROSAI). 

3.  Conduction of the audit on 
disaster preparedness (based on 
the cost-effi cient assumption that 

in XXI century an approach to dis-
aster risk management must be 
multisectoral and multidiscipli-
nary, as well as a key-stone when 
drafting national plans, legislature 
and standard operation procedures;

• a systematic approach to 
the information about frequency, 
intensity and main causes of disas-
ters is the necessary condition for 
correct forecasting of these nega-
tive phenomena in the future;

• use of international data-
base and following methodology 
accepted by international organi-
zations could prove helpful since 
reporting factor seems the main 
variable and measurement method 
appears to be decisive; 

• scientifi c evidence should 
be underlying and arguments 
should be solid to convince nation-
al decision-makers to make appro-
priate budget allocations;

• enhancing institutional re-
sponsibility and introducing inter-
sectional discussions as the disas-
ter management requires complex 
decision and cannot be sectoral;

• it is possible to conduct au-
dits on disaster issues even if the 
countries do not have natural bound-
aries, but have signed intergovern-
mental agreements in the fi eld of 
prevention of natural disasters and 
elimination of its consequences;

• SAIs should monitor the 
disaster progress from the very 
minute of its beginning to keep 
abreast of all measures taken and 
further decide on audit commence-
ment and not to lose evidence and 
not to disturb its auditees.

For the purpose of fostering 
the Task Force’s activities the Ac-
counting Chamber of Ukraine 
elaborated and agreed with all 
members its mission and Strategic 
Goals for the next 3 years.

Thus, the EUROSAI Task Force 
shall seek to fulfi l its mission, 

For the purpose of 
fostering the Task Force’s 
activities the Accounting 

Chamber of Ukraine 
elaborated and agreed 

with all members its 
mission and Strategic 

Goals for the next 3 years.

The Task Force will report 
to the VIII Congress in 
2011 on the progress and 
accomplishments of the 
activities performed and 
submit a proposal on the 
way forward with regard 
to its status and activities 
after 2011. 
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the way forward with regard to its 
status and activities after 2011. 

At the moment the Account-
ing Chamber of Ukraine is in the 
process of distributing a compre-
hensive questionnaire among 
EUROSAI members to collect infor-
mation on large-scale natural and 
man-caused disasters in Europe, 
their nature and classifi cation, 
measures taken by the govern-
ments of the affected countries 
and identifi ed risks. This ques-
tionnaire will serve as a starting 

every dollar invested into the risk 
reduction and disaster prepared-
ness saves about USD 7 in economic 
losses from disasters). 

4.  Elaboration of the recom-
mendations (guidelines) for the 
SAIs (for purposes of facilitating 
capacity building of SAIs using the 
available best practice and existing 
documents of international disaster 
reduction and INTOSAI bodies).

The Task Force presented its 
progress report at XXXV EUROSAI 
Governing Board in June 2009 in 
Kyiv. In addition, the Task Force 
will report to the VIII Congress in 
2011 on the progress and accom-
plishments of the activities per-
formed and submit a proposal on 

1 Contribution sent by Ewa Miekina (Supreme Chamber of Control of Poland and Chair of the EUROSAI Governing Board) and Mette Hjort-
Madsen (Rigsrevisionen of Denmark and Chair of the INTOSAI Professional Standards Committee).

and decisive point for all further 
activities of the Task Force and 
determine bottlenecks in disaster-
management, as well as possible 
SAIs’ roles in the given area. 

Our primary goal is to convey 
the audit message to the European 
community for them to capture the 
essence of the worthwhile audit 
fi ndings and results in the area of 
the prevention and consequences 
elimination of disasters and catas-
trophes. 

For additional information, 
contact the EUROSAI Task Force 
Secretariat at ird@ac-rada.gov.ua 
and consult the EUROSAI Task 
Force web-page at www.ac-rada.
gov.ua. •

Audit Institutions” – and all 
EUROSAI Members were invited.

Moving Forward with 
Standards - Together 

“Standardization is not static. It is 
dynamic. It does not mean standing 
still – but moving forward together”. 

o meet this objective in 
EUROSAI, the Chair of 
the EUROSAI Governing 

Board, the SAI of Poland, and the 
Chair of the INTOSAI Professional 
Standards Committee, the SAI of 
Denmark, organized a seminar in 
Warsaw 28- 29 October 2009: 
“Raising Awareness of the Inter-
national Standards of Supreme 

International Standards of Supreme Audit 
Institutions – Bringing Standards 

and Guidelines to Life in EUROSAI1

T

The International Standards of Supreme Audit Institutions is one of the strategic priorities 
of INTOSAI. After the INCOSAI 2010, the challenge will be to secure implementation at the 
national level or in short: to bring the documents to life!

The quote is from the Ameri-
can Engineering year book 1925. 
It illustrates that the concept of 
standardization is not a new phe-
nomenon - quite the contrary. 
However, the basic motivation for 
working with standards and guide-
lines common to all INTOSAI mem-
bers is that standing together will 
strengthen the individual SAI in 
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The feed-back on how the 
INTOSAI standards are being im-
plemented in the European SAIs 
is equally important also from the 
wide EUROSAI perspective. The 
seminar, constituting a forum for 
the SAIs to exchange their experi-
ence and knowledge is only a fi rst 
step to be taken on a very challeng-
ing path of bringing the standards 
and guidelines to life. The intention 
of the EUROSAI Presidency is not 
only to provide the member SAIs 
with techniques and knowledge on 
how to implement the standards 
and guidelines once the seminar 
participants are back home, but 
also to follow-up the implementa-
tion in the region to create value 
for all European SAIs.

EUROSAI as a pilot region

EUROSAI, with its membership 
from Iceland in the north to Israel 
in the south, and from Portugal on 
the western coast line to Azerbaijan 
on the Eastern inland, is the most 
diverse of all INTOSAI regional or-
ganizations. The diversity includes 
the representation of different mod-
els of SAIs (board, auditor general, 
court), stages of development, scope 
of tasks and SAIs’ historical, cul-
tural and linguistic backgrounds. 
However, all SAIs perform the same 
tasks and share similar values. It 
is the basic assumption of both 
INTOSAI and EUROSAI that there 
is always room for development and 
improvements.  

The seminar was a pilot 
project – the fi rst such project in 
the many years’ cooperation and 
collaboration between INTOSAI 
and EUROSAI. In this way the 
EUROSAI members are becoming 
the pioneers of the standardiza-
tion process, carrying also out 
one of the EUROSAI statutory pur-
poses, which is promotion of the 
homogenisation of the terminol-
ogy and standardization of audit 
standards and audit procedures. 

performing its tasks and maintain-
ing its independence. 

The emphasis on the dynamic 
nature of standards in the quota-
tion above is relevant because 
the International Standards of 
Supreme Audit Institutions are 
expressions of best practices as 
seen by SAIs all over the world at 
a specifi c point in time. Many SAIs 
go through reviews of their legis-
lative mandate from time to time, 
and all SAIs regularly must handle 
new tasks and challenges arising 
from changes in the political and 
economical environment; privati-
zation, digitalization, out-sourcing, 
etc. The standards and guidelines 
help remind us of our basic values, 
but also provide us with valuable 
insight on how others have han-
dled similar challenges. 

We would like to make the semi-
nar a tangent, where the INTOSAI’s 
motto: Experiencia mutual omnibus 
prodest stressing out the value of 
exchanging experience, meets the 
purpose of the EUROSAI Training 
Strategy for 2008-2011 of support-
ing and strengthening the SAIs in 
the performance of their role. 

EUROSAI and INTOSAI 
in partnership – Adding value 
to SAIs

The INTOSAI Professional Stand-
ards Committee does not assume 
the standards to provide a “one-size-
fi ts-all”-directions on how to man-
age and organize a SAI. In the same 
way, there is no single “right way” 
of implementing the standards and 
guidelines within a SAI. Therefore, 
the seminar “Raising awareness of 
the ISSAI”, hosted by the SAI of Po-
land in October 2009 represented a 
unique chance for the PSC and all 
the experts and SAIs involved in its 
work to gather feed-back through 
live discussions on how the stand-
ards and guidelines are perceived 
and related to the daily work of SAIs. 

“Standardization is not 
static. It is dynamic. 

It does not mean standing 
still – but moving forward 

together”. 

The standards and 
guidelines help remind 
us of our basic values, 

but also provide us with 
valuable insight on how 

others have handled 
similar challenges. 

The seminar was a pilot 
project – the first such 

project in the many 
years’ cooperation and 
collaboration between 
INTOSAI and EUROSAI.
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• SEMINAR OF THE 
EUROSAI WORKING GROUP ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT ON 
AUDITING CLIMATE CHANGE, 
Copenhagen (Denmark), 22-23 
March 2010.

• XVIII MEETING OF THE 
EUROSAI TRAINING COMMIT-
TEE, Paris (France), March-April 
2010.

• SEMINAR FOR EUROSAI 
MEMBERS “PERFORMANCE AU-
DIT OF SOCIAL PROGRAMMES 
FOR PROFESSIONAL INTEGRA-
TION OF THE DISABLED- A 
PRACTICAL APPROACH TO 
EVALUATING ECONOMY, EFFI-
CIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS”, 
Warsaw (Poland), 13 and 14 Janu-
ary 2010.

Advance of the EUROSAI 
Agenda 2010

• MEETING OF THE 
EUROSAI WORKING GROUP ON 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, 
Bern (Switzerland), 7-9 June.

• II TASKFORCE MEETING 
“EUROSAI STRATEGIC PLAN”, 
Warsaw (Poland), 9-10 June.

• XXXV EUROSAI GOV-
ERNING BOARD MEETING, Kiev 
(Ukraine), 23 June.

• ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE CHAIR AND THE GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE EUROSAI, 
Warsaw (Poland), 24 and 25 Sep-
tember.

• SEMINAR “DEVELOPING 
AN IT AUDIT PROGRAMME 
BASED ON COBIT”, Antwerp (Bel-
gium), 1-2 October.

• SEMINAR ON BIODIVER-
SITY AND VII MEETING OF THE 
EUROSAI WORKING GROUP ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT , Sofi a 
(Bulgaria), 5-8 October.

• SEMINAR “RAISING 
AWARENESS OF THE INTERNA-
TIONAL STANDARDS OF SAIs 
(ISSAI)”, Warsaw (Poland), 28-29 
October.

• III TASKFORCE MEETING 
“EUROSAI STRATEGIC PLAN”, 
Potsdam (Germany), 10 Novem-
ber. •

• I TASKFORCE MEET-
ING “REVIEW OF THE EURO-
SAI TRAINING COMMITTEE 
STRUCTURE”, Lisbon (Portugal), 
28 January.

• XVII EUROSAI TRAINING 
COMMITTEE MEETING, Lisbon 
(Portugal), 29-30 January.

• I MEETING TASK FORCE 
“EUROSAI ESTRATEGIC PLAN”, 
Warsaw (Poland), 26-27 February.

• I MEETING EUROSAI TASK 
FORCE “AUDITS FUNDS DISAS-
TERS AND CATASTROPHES”, Kiev 
(Ukranie), 17-18 March.

• II EUROSAI - ARABOSAI 
CONFERENCE, Paris (France), 
30-31 March.

• SEMINAR ON “EXPERI-
ENCE WITH THE IMPLEMEN-
TATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF VFM AUDIT IN REACTION 
TO NEW CHALLENGES AND 
CHANGES OF THE ENVIRON-
MENT”, Prague (Czech Republic), 
27-29 April.

• VI EUROSAI-OLACEFS 
CONFERENCE, Margarita Island, 
(Venezuela) 13-16 May.

• II TASKFORCE MEET-
ING “REVIEW OF THE EUROSAI 
TRAINING COMMITTEE STRUC-
TURE”, Bonn (Germany), 3 June.

EUROSAI Activities in 2009
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• PLENARY MEETING 
OF THE EUROSAI WORKING 
GROUP ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUDIT, The Netherlands, 5-7 Oc-
tober 2010.

• SEMINAR “AUDIT OF 
THE COMMON AGRICULTURAL 
POLICY”, jointly organised by 
EUROSAI and the Contact Commit-
tee of Heads of SAIs of the Euro-
pean Union, Czech Republic, 19 to 
21 October 2010.

• XX INCOSAI, Johannes-
burg (South Africa), from 22 to 27 
November 2010. •

• MEETING OF THE TASK-
FORCE “EUROSAI STRATEGIC 
PLAN”, April 2010.

• SEMINAR OF THE INTO-
SAI ON THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
SAIs, Vienna (Austria), May 2010.

• XXXVI EUROSAI GOV-
ERNING BOARD MEETING, Ma-
drid (Spain), September 2010.

•  C O M M E M O R AT I O N 
EVENT OF THE XX ANNIVERSA-
RY OF EUROSAI, Madrid (Spain), 
September 2010.

• MEETING OF THE TASK-
FORCE “EUROSAI STRATEGIC 
PLAN”, October 2010.

• THE ROMANIAN COURT 
OF ACCOUNTS, Mr. Nicolae 
Vǎ  cǎ  roiu was designated President 
of the Romanian SAI.

• THE NATIONAL AUDIT 
OFFICE OF IRELAND, Mr. John 
Buckley, elected Auditor General 
of Ireland.

• THE SAI OF TURKEY, Mr. 
Recai Akyel, elected President of 
the Turkish SAI.

• COUR DES COMPTES OF 
BELGIUM, Mr. Philippe Roland, 
designed new President of the 
Court des comptes of Belgium. •

• THE ACCOUNTS COM-
MITTEE FOR THE CONTROL 
OVER EXECUTION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN BUDGET OF KA-
ZAKHSTAN, Mr. Omarkhan Nur-
tayevich Oxibayev, elected Presi-
dent of the SAI of Kazakhstan.

• THE SWEDISH NATION-
AL AUDIT OFFICE, Mr. Claes Nor-
gren, was designated as Auditor 
General of the NAO of Sweden.

• THE NATIONAL AUDIT 
OFFICE OF THE UNITED KING-
DOM, Mr. Amyas Morse was ap-
pointed Comptroller and Auditor 
General of the National Audit Of-
fi ce of the United Kingdom.

Appointments on EUROSAI 
SAIs in 2009

the SAI of the Republic of Serbia to 
become a EUROSAI Member. •

The XXXV EUROSAI Governing 
Board approved the request from 

New EUROSAI Member
•  STATE AUDIT OFFICE OF SERBIA
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he 2008 annual meeting 
of the Contact Committee 
of the Heads of the EU 

SAIs was hosted by the European 
Court of Auditors (ECA), and 
chaired by the Court’s President, 
Mr. Vítor Caldeira. The Heads of 
the SAIs of the Candidate Coun-
tries – Turkey, Croatia, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia – 
as well as representatives from 
the EUROSAI Training Committee, 
SIGMA and IDI attended as active 
observer.

The 2008 Contact Commit-
tee meeting took place at a time 
when Europe and the rest of the 
world were still in the process of 
absorbing the global shockwaves 
originating from the crisis of the 
fi nancial markets. Against this 
background, the main thematic 
focus of the 2008 Contact Commit-
tee meeting were discussions on 
the EU Budget Reform and the re-
vised Lisbon Strategy 2008-2010; 
two subjects that are of relevance 
to the management of the fi nan-
cial crisis affecting the EU and its 
Member States. Both subjects were 
elaborated during panel discus-
sions followed by a lively debate.

The Commissioner for Financial 
Programming and the Budget, Mrs 
Dalia Grybauskaité, was invited to 
give the lead presentation on the 
budget reform. She underlined that 
there is generally agreement that 
the EU Budget needs to be mod-
ernized and that the reform should 
cover the whole budget - expendi-
ture and revenue. The spending 
calls for new priorities like climate 
change, global competitiveness, 
energy supply and security, Trans-

Meeting of the Heads of the Supreme Audit 
Institutions (SAIs) of the European Union

(Luxembourg, 1-2 December 2008)

all EU Member States: increasing 
the rate of employment, reducing 
administrative bureaucracy, reduc-
ing the emissions of greenhouse 
gases are only some of them. In 
implementing the Lisbon Strategy, 
each EU Member State focuses its 
reform efforts on different issues 
and lays them down in its national 
reform programme. The Contact 
Committee highlighted that these 
programmes and the measures 
taken under the Lisbon Strategy 
offer a wide variety of challenging 
audit approaches for SAIs. In this 
context, the Contact Committee 
underlined that the revised Lisbon 
Strategy provides a common “um-
brella” and challenge to independ-
ent external auditors at all levels. 

The remaining agenda items 
were to provide the Contact Com-
mittee with an overview of the 
status of the various activities on 
which SAIs currently cooperate. 
Among them the development 
of a platform for the exchange of 
ideas on EU audits, the results 
of a seminar on national declara-
tions that was held in September 
2008 in Copenhagen, and further-
more, the Contact Committee se-
lected a number of new activities 
to be started in 2009. The working 
groups presented their activities 
during 2008 and their work plans 
for 2009, and the Network of SAIs 
of the Candidate and Potential 
Candidate Countries gave a brief 
overview of their activities.

The next meeting of the Con-
tact Committee was held on 30 
Nov. – 1 Dec. 2009 in Budapest 
hosted by the State Audit Offi ce of 
Hungary. •

European Networks, innovation, 
research and education. Regional 
and cohesion policy need to be 
more concentrated on less-devel-
oped Member States and regions. 
The CAP funding, which is not able 
to pass the added-value test, calls 
for a radical reform. And the com-
plex EU revenue system needs to 
be reformed towards more clarity, 
simplifi cation and transparency. 

The ensuing discussion con-
fi rmed that action is needed and 
showed how important the role of 
the SAIs is in this respect. Their 
risk assessment will play a deci-
sive role in a fi nancial environ-
ment where the fl ow of money is 
stagnating. They need to consider 
the cost of audits and the level of 
tolerable risk, the benefi ciaries 
wanting more “soft rules” and the 
paymasters stricter control.

Likewise, the second subject – 
the revised Lisbon Strategy 2008 
-2010 – was discussed against the 
background of fi nancial crisis and 
further economic slowdown. There 
was optimism that the revised Lis-
bon Strategy might help to curb 
the adverse effects of the fi nancial 
crisis. In Spring 2008, the Europe-
an Council accepted the proposal 
to launch a new three year cycle of 
the Lisbon Strategy. Furthermore, 
in the face of the fi nancial crisis, 
the Commission has proposed 
“A European Economic Recovery 
Plan” containing measures linked 
to the four priority areas of the 
Lisbon Strategy (people, business, 
infrastructure and energy, and re-
search and innovation).

The goals and measures of the 
Lisbon Strategy are important to 

T
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tems covering external aid, devel-
opment and enlargement. In both 
instances these changes are how-
ever not signifi cant enough to alter 
the nature of the opinions given. 

In terms of expenditure area 
the Court reports:

In the area of cohesion (€ 42 
billion), the Court’s 2007 audit 
fi ndings concerned payments in 
respect of the 2000-2006 period, 
as spending for the 2007-2013 pe-
riod for 2007 is only in the form 
of advances. As such, any improve-
ments in the control systems for 
the new period will only become 
evident in future years. The Court 
has established a sample estimate, 
based on which it concludes that at 
least 11 % of the total amount reim-
bursed should not have been reim-
bursed. In the cases audited by the 
Court in 2008 the most frequent 
causes of incorrect expenditure 
reimbursements in the Structural 
Funds were inclusion of ineligible 
costs, over-declarations of money 
spent and serious failures to re-
spect procurement rules. 

The Court’s estimate of the 
overall level of error in agricul-
ture and natural resources 
(€ 51 billion) is not signifi cantly 
different from the value obtained 
in 2007, but does not take account 
of certain serious errors which 
could not be quantifi ed. Rural de-
velopment accounts for a dispro-
portionately large part of the over-
all error while for EAGF expendi-
ture the Court estimates the value 
of the error rate to be slightly be-
low the materiality threshold (2%). 

due to the improvements that have 
taken place, no longer necessary. 
This is a positive development: for 
the fi rst time under the accruals 
based accounting rules, the Court 
provides an unqualifi ed opinion on 
the consolidated accounts. 

As regards the legality and 
regularity of the transactions 
underlying the accounts, for 2007 
the Court gives unqualifi ed opin-
ions for revenue, commitments 
and payments for economic and fi -
nancial affairs and Administrative 
and other expenditure. In these 
areas the Court concludes that 
transactions are free from mate-
rial error and supervisory and con-
trol systems are implemented in a 
manner which ensures adequate 
management of the risk of illegal-
ity and irregularity. 

For Agriculture and natural 
resources; cohesion; research; en-
ergy and transport; external aid, 
development and enlargement; 
and education and citizenship the 
Court concludes that payments are 
still materially affected by errors, 
although to different degrees. Su-
pervisory and control systems cov-
ering these areas are judged to be 
only partially effective. The Com-
mission and the Member States 
and other benefi ciary states need 
to make further efforts to improve 
risk management. 

In research, energy and trans-
port the Court notes certain im-
provements in the supervisory and 
control systems. The same is true, 
at the level of the Commission, for 
the supervisory and control sys-

he European Court of 
Auditors’ opinion on 
the EU accounts is now 

‘unqualifi ed’. The opinion on 
the underlying transactions re-
mains broadly similar to that of 
last year. The Court identifi es 
the need for improvements in 
supervisory and control systems 
and recommends the simplifi ca-
tion of regulations.

On 10 November 2008, the 
European Court of Auditors pub-
lished its Annual Report on the 
implementation of the 2007 EU 
general budget.

The 2007 Annual Report is 
structured around groups of 
policy areas, which correspond 
closely, but not entirely, with the 
2007-2013 fi nancial framework 
headings. As a consequence, com-
pared to previous years, two new 
specifi c assessments have been 
introduced, one on Education and 
citizenship and one on Economic 
and fi nancial affairs (previously 
covered under Internal policies), 
and two previous assessments 
(Pre-accession aid and External ac-
tions) have been merged into one 
on External aid, development and 
enlargement. 

The Court concludes that the 
2007 annual accounts of the Eu-
ropean Communities give a fair 
presentation, in all material re-
spects, of the fi nancial position of 
the European Communities and 
the results of their operations 
and cash fl ows. The qualifi cations 
expressed in last year’s annual 
report on the 2006 accounts are, 

Annual Report of the European Court 
of Auditors on the Implementation 

of the Budget Concerning 
the Financial Year 2007

T



EUROPEAN ORGANISATION OF SUPREME AUDIT INSTITUTIONS

I N F O R M AT I O N :
EUROPEAN UNION

40 No. 15-2009•EUROSAI

The integrated administration 
and control system for agriculture 
(IACS) continues to be effective in 
limiting the risk of irregular ex-
penditure where properly imple-
mented and if accurate and relia-
ble data on entitlements are intro-
duced. The recent introduction in 
the single payment scheme (SPS) 
of support measures, such as those 
related to olive oil, is a positive 
development although it entails 
new risks that might lead, in the 
short term, to a higher frequency 
of errors. The Court considers that 
the systems for calculating entitle-
ments were only partially effective 
and that they do not yet provide 
reasonable assurance that the an-
nual SPS payments are correct. 

For expenditure related to ex-
ternal aid, development and en-
largement (€ 6 billion), the Court 
found errors concerning eligibility 
and lack of supporting evidence. 
Furthermore, delegations in ben-
efi ciary countries are still not suc-
ceeding in preventing weaknesses 
at project level while the Commis-
sion’s system of checks on its own 
payments and contracts was gener-
ally effective. The Court found im-
provements in the Commission’s 
project audit system, although the 
quality of such audits is still not al-
ways suffi cient. Procedures have to 
be further developed to derive full 
benefi t from the additional risk-
based project audits. 

For the research, energy and 
transport (€ 4.5 billion) area of 
expenditure, the Court concludes 
that, despite some improvements, 
the Commissions’ supervision and 
control is only partly effective in 
mitigating the risk of overstate-
ment of indirect costs (overheads) 
and personnel costs mainly due to 
a complex legal framework, with a 
large number of eligibility criteria. 
The Court has found that audit cer-
tifi cation has not solved the prob-
lems and sanctions are not suffi -
ciently applied. Recommendations 

focus on a possible introduction of 
a results-based, rather than input-
based, fi nancing system. 

As regards payments underly-
ing the policy group education 
and citizenship (€ 1.5 billion), 
the Court concludes that they are 
affected by a material level of er-
ror of legality and regularity. Its 
assessment of the supervisory 
and control systems is that they 
are only partially effective for the 
policy group as a whole. 

The Court concludes that trans-
actions in the area of administra-
tive expenditure (€ 8 billion 
including revenue and economic 
and fi nancial affairs) are free from 
material error and the supervisory 
and control systems in place con-
form to those required by the Fi-
nancial Regulation. The Court ac-
knowledges decisions and actions 
taken by the different institutions, 
including Parliament, based on 
previous recommendations made 
by the Court. 

Finally, for revenue transac-
tions and the economic and fi -
nancial affairs policy group the 
Court concludes that they are free 
from material error and related su-
pervisory and control systems are 
assessed as effective, although the 
Court draws attention to certain 
weaknesses. 

The Commission has since 2000 
been working on a reform program 
to improve the management of the 
EU budget, including an action 
plan launched in 2006. For 2007, 
the Court has identifi ed further 
progress in the Commission’s su-
pervisory and control systems, in 
particular in the area of monitoring 
and reporting. By the end of the year 
the Commission had implemented 
two thirds of the sub-actions in the 
action plan. It is however too early to 
assess their impact. 

Improved high level controls - 
such as Commission supervision 

of Member State controls - can-
not compensate for inadequate 
lower level controls, including 
on-the-spot-checks. The benefi ts 
of increasing the number of the 
latter however have to be balanced 
against the costs. The Court en-
courages the political authorities 
of the Union to conclude their 
analysis of what would be a toler-
able level of risk of error. 

The Court also calls for due 
consideration to be given to sim-
plifi cation - for example in rural 
development and research. Well 
designed rules that are clear to 
interpret and simple to apply de-
crease the risk of error. 

“As in previous years we give 
a number of recommendations on 
how the management of EU funds 
can be improved within the current 
set-up. However, under the current 
review of the budget the Court has 
also stressed the need to think rad-
ically about the design of expendi-
ture programs. This can be about 
simplifi cation but also considering 
critically the appropriate level of 
national, regional and local discre-
tion in managing programmes.” 
said Mr. Vítor Caldeira, President 
of the Court, in his presentation 
of the 2007 Annual Report to the 
Committee on Budgetary Control 
of the European Parliament.

The Court’s Annual Report on 
the implementation of the 2007 EU 
budget can be found on http://eca.
europa.eu/products/AR07 •
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system of the Communities’ own 
resources 

3/2008 Opinion on a proposal 
for a Council Regulation amending 
Regulation (Euratom, ECSC, EEC) 
No 549/69 determining the cat-
egories of offi cials and other serv-
ants of the European Communities 
to whom the provisions of Article 
12, the second paragraph of Article 
13 and Article 14 of the Protocol on 
the Privileges and Immunities of 
the Communities apply 

4/2008 Opinion on the Finan-
cial Regulation of the European 
Joint Undertaking for ITER and 
the Development of Fusion Energy 
(Fusion for Energy) 

5/2008 Opinion on a proposal 
for a Council Regulation amend-
ing the conditions of employment 
of other servants of the European 
Communities 

In 2008, the Court adopted 31 
specifi c annual reports pertain-
ing to the European agencies and 
other decentralized bodies. Each 
report includes an opinion on the 
reliability of their 2007 fi nancial 
statements and on the legality 
and regularity of their underlying 
transactions.

All Court reports and opinions 
that are published in the Offi cial 
Journal of the European Union can 
be found on the Court’s website – 
www.eca.europa.eu.•

SR 10/2008 EC Development 
Assistance to Health Services in 
Sub-Saharan Africa 

SR 11/2008 The management 
of the European Union support for 
the public storage operations of ce-
reals 

SR 12/2008 Instrument for 
Structural Policies for Pre-acces-
sion (ISPA), 2000-2006 

SR 1/2009 Banking measures 
in the Mediterranean area in the 
context of the MEDA programme 
and the previous protocols

The following Opinions have 
been issued by the Court since the 
2006 Annual Report:

1/2008 Opinion on a proposal 
for a Decision of the Manage-
ment Board of the European Avia-
tion Safety Agency amending the 
Agency’s Financial Regulation 

2/2008 Opinion on a proposal 
for a Council Regulation amend-
ing Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 
1150/2000 implementing Decision 
2000/597/EC, Euratom on the 

ince the publication of 
the 2006 Annual Report, 
the European Court of 

Auditors has issued 13 Special Re-
ports (SR) and 5 Opinions covering 
different aspects of EU fi nances 
and management issues.

The Special Reports are:

SR 1/2008 concerning the 
procedures for the preliminary ex-
amination and evaluation of major 
investment projects for the 1994-
1999 and 2000-2006 programming 

SR 2/2008 concerning Bind-
ing Tariff Information (BTI) 

SR 3/2008 The European Un-
ion Solidarity Fund: how rapid, ef-
fi cient and fl exible is it? 

SR 4/2008 concerning the im-
plementation of milk quotas in the 
Member States which joined the 
European Union on 1 May 2004 

SR 5/2008 The European Un-
ion’s agencies: Getting results 

SR 6/2008 concerning Europe-
an Commission Rehabilitation Aid 
following the Tsunami and Hurri-
cane Mitch 

SR 7/2008 Intelligent Energy 
2003-2006 

SR 8/2008 Is cross compliance 
an effective policy? 

SR 9/2008 The effectiveness of 
EU support in the area of freedom, 
security and justice for Belarus, 
Moldova and Ukraine 

Other Reports and Opinions Published 
by the European Court of Auditors
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EUROSAI SECRETARIAT
E-mail: eurosai@tcu.es
http://www.eurosai.org 

State Supreme Audit
Bulevardi Deshmoret e Kombit 3
Tirana
Albania
Tel: 0035542247294
Fax: 003554232491
E-mail:  albsai@klsh.org.al 

klsh@klsh.org.al
http://www.klsh.org.al

Tribunal de Comptes
C/ Sant Salvador, 10 3r 7ª
Andorra la Vella
Principality of Andorra
Tel: 376 80 60 20 - Fax: 376 80 60 25
E-mail: tcomptes@andorra.ad
http://www.tribunaldecomptes.ad

Chamber of Control of the Republic 
of Armenia 
Marshal Bagramyan Ave, 19
0095 Yerevan 
Armenia
Tel: 374 2 52 33 32 - Fax: 374 2 58 85 42
E-mail:  vpal@parliament.am

info@coc.am
http://www.coc.am 

Rechnungshof
Dampfschiffstr. 2
A-1031 Wien
Austria
Tel: 43171171-8456 - Fax: 4317129425
E-mail:  b1@rechnungshof.gv.at

intosai@rechnungshof.gv.at
http://www.rechnungshof.gv.at

Accounts Chamber of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Government House
370016 Baku
Azerbaijan
Tel: 0099412936920 - Fax: 0099412932025
E-mail: office@ach.gov.az
http://www.ach.gov.az

The Committee of State Control of the 
Republic of Belarus
3, K. Marx St.
Minsk 220050
Belarus
Tel: 003750172272422
Fax: 003750172891484
E-mail: kgk@mail.belpak.by
http://www.kgk.gov.by

Cour des Comptes
2, Rue de la Régence
1000 Bruxelles
Belgium
Tel: 3225518111 - Fax: 3225518622
E-mail:  international@ccrek.be
http://www.ccrek.be

The Audit Office of the Institutions 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina - 
Ured za reviziju institucija Bosne 
i Hercegovine
Hamdije Cemerlica 2/XIII
71000 Sarajevo
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Tel: + 387 33 703 573
Fax: + 387 33 703 565
E-mail:  saibih@revizija.gov.ba;

saibih@bih.net.ba 
http://www.revizija.gov.ba

National Audit Office
37, Exarch Joseph Str.
1000 Sofia
Bulgaria
Tel: 35929803690 - Fax: 35929810740
intrel@bulnao.government.bg
http:www.bulnao.government.bg 

State Audit Office
Tkalciceva 19
Hr-10000 Zagreb
Croatia
Tel: 385 1 4813 302 - Fax: 385 1 4813 304
E-mail: revizija@revizija.hr 
http://www.revizija.hr

Audit Office of The Republic
12, Vyzantiou Str.
1406 Nicosia 
Cyprus
Tel: + 420233045536 - Fax: + 420233044636
E-mail:  cao@audit.gov.cy
http:// www.audit.gov.cy

Supreme Audit Office
Jankovcova 1518/2
170 04 Prague 7 Hotesovice
Czech Republic
Tel: 420 2 33045350 - Fax: 420 2 33045336
E-mail: 170@nku.cz
http://www.nku.cz 

Rigsrevisionen
Landgreven 4
Postbox 9009
1022 Copenhagen
Denmark 
Tel: + 4533928400 - Fax: + 4533110415
E-mail: info@rigsrevisionen.dk
http://www.rigsrevisionen.dk

The State Audit Office of Estonia
Narva Mnt. 11A
15013 Tallinn
Estonia
Tel: 372 6 400700-400721
Fax: 372 6616012
E-mail: info@riigikontroll.ee
http://www.riigikontroll.ee

State Audit Office
Antinkatu 1
00101 Helsinki
Finland 
Tel: 35894321/4325700
Fax: + 35894325820/5818
E-mail: kirjaamo@vtv.fi
http://www.vtv.fi

State Audit Office
M.Tito-12/3 Macedonia Palace
Skopje, 1000
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Tel: 38923211262/520
Fax: 389 2 3211272
E-mail: dzr@dzr.gov.mk
http://www.dzr.gov.mk

Cour des Comptes
13, Rue Cambon
75100 Paris Rp
France 
Tel: 33142989500 - Fax: 33142989602
E-mail: contact@ccomptes.fr
http://www.ccomptes.fr

Chamber of Control 
Ketevan Tsamebuli Ave. 96
Tbilisi, 0144
Georgia
Tel: 99532968849 - Fax: 99532788184
E-mail: chamber@gol.ge
http:www.control.ge

Bundesrechnungshof 
Adenauerallee 81
53113 Bonn
Germany
Tel: 004922899/7212612
Fax: 004922899/7212610
E-mail: poststelle@brh.bund.de
http://www.bundesrechnungshof.de

Supreme Court of Audit of Greece
4, Vournazou & Tsoha str.
101 68 Athens
Greece 
Tel: 302106494836 - Fax: 302106466604
E-mail: elesyn@otenet.gr
http://www.elesyn.gr

State Audit Office
Apaczai Csere Janos Utca 10
1052 Budapest
Hungary 
Tel: 003614849100 - Fax: 003614849200 
E-mail: kovacsa@asz.hu
http:www.asz.hu

Skúlagata 57
105 Reykjavik
Iceland 
Tel: + 3545697100 - Fax: + 3545624546
E-mail:  postur@rikisend.is
http://www.rikisend.is 

Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General
Dublin Castle
Dublin 2
Ireland 
Tel: 3531 6793122 - Fax: 3531 6793288
E-mail: postmaster@audgen.irlgov.ie
http://www.audgen.gov.ie

State Comptroller’s office
Beit hadfus 12
P.O. Box 1081
Jerusalem 91010
Israel
Tel: 972 2666 51 06/1 - Fax: 972 2666 51 50
E-mail: sco@mevaker.gov.il
http://mevaker.gov.il

Corte dei Conti
Via Baiamonti 25
00195 Roma
Italy
Tel: 390638768704 - Fax: 390638768011
E-mail: ufficio.relazioni.internacionali@
corteconti.it
http://www.corteconti.it

Accounts Committee for the Control over 
Execution of the Republican Budget
8, House of Ministries
35 St.
010000, Astana
Kazakhstan
Tel: 7 (3172) 74 16 02 and 7 (3172) 74 15 89
Fax: 7 (3172) 74 22 63
E-mail: esep_k@Kazai.Kz
http://www.esep.kz

The State Audit Office
Republic of Latvia
13 k-5 Skanstes Street
Riga, LV 1013
Latvia 
Tel: 371 7017500 - Fax: 371 7017673
E-mail: lrvk@lrvk.gov.lv
http://www.lrvk.gov.lv 

Landtag des Fürstentums
Dr. Grass-Strasse
9490 Vaduz
Liechtenstein 
Tel: 004232366115 - Fax: 4175 2366580
E-mail: Cornelia.lang@fk.llv.li 
http://www.fk.llv.li   

National Audit Office
of The Republic of Lithuania
Pamenkalnio 27
LT-01113 Vilnius
Lithuania 
Tel: 37052621646 - Fax: + 37052666761
E-mail: nao@vkontrole.lt 
info@vkontrole.lt
http://www.vkontrole.lt 

Cour des Comptes
2, Av. Monterey
L-2163 Luxembourg
Luxembourg 
Tel: 352474456-1 - Fax: + 352472186
E-mail: Cour-des-comptes@cc.etat.lu  
http://www.cour-des-comptes.lu  

European Court of Auditors 
12, Rue Alcide de Gasperi
L-1615 Luxembourg
European Court of Auditors 
Tel: 35243981 - Fax: 352439846430
E-mail:  euraud@eca.europa.eu

euraud@eca.eu.int
http://www.eca.europa.eu 

National Audit Office
Notre Dame Revelin
Floriana CMR 02
Malta
Tel: 356 22 40 13 - Fax: 356 22 07 08
E-mail:  nao.malta@gov.mt
http://www.nao.gov.mt

Court of Audit
B-RD Stefan cel Mare, 105
2073 OR. Chisinau
Moldova
Tel: 0037322210186 - Fax: 0037322233020
E-mail: cdc@ccrm.gov.md
http://www.ccrm.md

Commission Supérieure des Comptes 
de la Principauté de Monaco 
Ministère d’Etat
Place de la Visitation
MC 98015 Monaco CEDEX
Monaco 
Tel: + 37798988256 - Fax: + 377 98 98 88 01
E-mail: bassenza@gouv.mc 

State Audit Institution
Novaka Miloseva bb
81000 Podgorica
Montenegro
Tel: 0038220407407 - Fax.:0038220407417
Email: dri.predsjednik@dri.cg.yu
http://www.dri.cg.yu

Algemene Rekenkamer
Lange Voorhout 8
P.O. 20015
2500 EA The Hague
The Netherlands
Tel: 31703424344 - Fax: 31703424130
E-mail: internationalaffairs@rekenkamer.nl
http://www.rekenkamer.nl

Riksrevisjonen
Pilestredet, 42
N-0032 Oslo
Norway 
Tel: 4722 241000 - Fax: 4722 241001
E-mail: riksrevisjonen@riksrevisjonen.no
http://www.riksrevisjonen.no

Najwyzsza Izba Kontroli
57 Filtrowa Str.
00-950 Varszawa 1
Poland 
Tel: 4822 8 254481 - Fax:  4822 8 250792
E-mail: nik@nik.gov.pl
http://www.nik.gov.pl 

Tribunal de Contas
Av. Barbosa du Bocage, 61
1069-045 Lisboa
Portugal
Tel: 351217972863 - Fax: 351217970984
E-mail: dg@tcontas.pt
http://www.tcontas.pt

Curtea de Conturi a României
22-24, Lev Tolstoi St. Sct. 1
71289 Bucharest
Romania 
Tel: 4012301377 - Fax: 4012301364
E-mail: rei@rcc.ro 
http://www.rcc.ro 

Accounts Chamber of The Russian Federation
Zubovskaya Street 2
121901 Moscow
Russian Federation
Tel: + 74959860190
Fax: + 74992553160
E-mail: intrel@ach.gov.ru
http://www.ach.gov.ru

State Audit Institution
14 Kralje Milana Street
11000 Belgrado
Serbia
Tel: +00381113042212
E-mail: iva.vasilic@dri.gov.rs 

Supreme Audit Office of The Slovak Republic
Priemyselna 2
8K 82473 Bratislava 26
Slovak Republic
Tel: 421 2 55423069 - Fax: + 421255423005
E-mail: info@sao.gov.sk
http://www.sao.gov.sk 

Court of Audit of The Republic of Slovenia
Slovenska cesta 50
SI -1000 Ljubljana
Slovenia 
Tel: 003864785810/00/88
Fax: 003864785892/91
E-mail:  sloaud@rs-rs.si

aud@rs-rs.si
http://www.rs-rs.si/rsrs/rsrseng.nsf 

Tribunal de Cuentas
Fuencarral 81
28004 Madrid
Spain
Tel: 0034914460466 - Fax: 0034915933894
E-mail:  tribunalcta@tcu.es

eurosai@tcu.es
http://www.tcu.es 

Riksrevisionen
Nybrogatan 55
S-11490 Stockholm
Sweden 
Tel: + 46(0)851714000 
Fax: + 46(0)851714111
E-mail: int@riksrevisionen.se
http://www.riksrevisionen.se 

Contrôle Fédéral des Finances
de La Confédération Suisse
Monbijoustrasse 45
CH 3003 Bern
Switzerland 
Tel: 41313231111 - Fax: 41313231100
E-mail:  sekretariat@efk.admin.ch

info@efk.admin.ch
http://www.efk.admin.ch 

Turkish Court of Accounts
Sayistay Baskanligi
Inonu Bulvari 45
Balgat
06530 Ankara
Turkey 
Tel: 90 312 2953030/720
Fax: 90 312 3106545
E-mail:  Int.relations@sayistay.gov.tr

sayistay@sayistay.gov.tr
http://www.sayistay.gov.tr 

The Accounting Chamber of Ukraine
7M. Kotzyubynskogo Str.
01601, Kiev-30
GSP 252601
Ukraine 
Tel: 380 44 224 26 64
Fax: 00380442240568
E-mail: rp@ac-rada.gov.ua
http://www.ac-rada.gov.ua 

National Audit Office
157-197 Buckingham Palace Road
Victoria
London SW1W 9SP
United Kingdom
Tel: + 442077987147 - Fax: + 442077987466
E-mail:  nao@gtnet.gov.uk
http://www.nao.org.uk

Addresses of EUROSAI members
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EUROSAI magazine is published annually on behalf of EUROSAI 
(European Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions) by the 
EUROSAI Secretariat. 

The magazine is dedicated to the advancement of public auditing 
procedures and techniques as well as to providing information 
on EUROSAI activities.

The editors invite submissions of articles, reports and news items 
which should be sent to the editorial offi ces at TRIBUNAL DE 
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